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10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  This is the word of God, through the apostle Paul, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and recorded in chapter 13 of Paul’s epistle to the Romans. 
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Imagine what the world would be like if everybody loved perfectly. 
There’d be no crime; no wars; no fights; no arguments; no conflicts of any sort, all because everybody would be completely focused on the needs of others, and actively seeking to see that those needs are met. For a very brief moment, the first Christians were actually living like that. 
In the book of Acts, we see that, soon after Pentecost, the disciples were supporting each other, sharing everything that they had with each other, spontaneously; voluntarily, just as a family has everything in common, and each member supports the others.
 Having everything in common extended even to their faith; they were all of one mind. There were no doctrinal disagreements or conflicts of any kind. 
 This was not forced upon anyone; this was not a communist enclave, in which private property, and deviation from the party line, was strictly prohibited by law; this was a glimpse of godly love in action, the way that it should be; the way that it was meant to be, and will, one day be again.
  Acts also records that this utopia did not last long at all, for the first Christians were still just like us, in that they were, by nature, sinful and unclean. 
Therefore, self-centeredness quickly reared its ugly head within the church, and with that self-centeredness, all of the conflicts that a self-centered, self-righteous, lack of love for others brings. 
Love is the fulfillment of the law, and God demands perfect obedience to his holy law.  But we love ourselves so much that we assume that every perceived slight against us is intentional, and we must avenge our lovely selves. 


We love ourselves so much that, when our words or our actions have offended someone else, we wonder what the other person’s problem is, and we’re offended that they’re offended. Or, maybe, in reality, we’re secretly satisfied; because we meant to cause the offense.  
If only we loved others as ourselves. Then perhaps, we’d recognize the hurts and the needs of others, and our contribution to those hurts and needs, more quickly, and we’d instinctively work to bind up the wounds, confessing the injuries that we ourselves have inflicted, and be reconciled to each other. 
The law can force us, but it cannot truly motivate us, to do this. Only the love of God moves us to love others as we love ourselves. Only the love of God wants to live out a selfless love toward our fellow man, and toward God. 
 Sin always turns inward; it is always self-serving. The love of God always goes outward, and it begins with God coming to us. Jesus Christ is the love of God come down from Heaven, in order to bind up our wounds, and reconcile us to God. 


The perfectly sinless, only begotten Son of God suffered every offense that any of us could possibly suffer, and more, yet at no time did he repay evil for evil, or otherwise sin in any way. Jesus Christ perfectly fulfilled the entire law of God for you. 
Then, as the sinless Lamb of God, He offered Himself to God the Father upon the cross as the perfect, eternal atonement for every single offense that you’ve ever committed, accepting them as His own, because such is His love, that He’d rather be forsaken by God the Father Himself, than let you be forsaken.  
Before we even know to seek God’s forgiveness, he has already forgiven us and declared us righteous, for the sake of Jesus Christ, whose resurrection shows that His sacrifice has been accepted, and you now possess eternal life. 
From God the Father, and Jesus Christ the Son, now comes the Holy Spirit through God’s word to work within you faith in this gospel. Though we do not love perfectly, because of the new Spirit within us, we want to. 
For the love of God dwells within you, and God’s love always moves outward, seeking to bring peace, healing, comfort, and joy, wherever these are lacking.
 It is a sacrificial love that would rather suffer wrong than inflict suffering. It is a love that seeks to point others to the love of God in Jesus Christ, that they, too, may embrace the forgiveness and eternal life that is also theirs through the Blood of Jesus. 
It is a love that begins among fellow believers, seeking to serve and support each other, that none would be lost, and moves out into a lost and hurting world, always pointing back; back to Jesus; back to the cross; back to the source of real peace, real life, for everyone. 
The advent of Christ draws closer every day, and with it, our entrance into the full glories of eternal life, and the final separation of the good from the evil. 
May the love of Christ, who loves you perfectly, dwell within you richly, and continue to move out to others, finding its expression in your life of repentance and faith. Amen. 
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