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It was common for the rabbi’s, the teachers of the people, to be asked questions regarding the Torah, God’s divine instruction. These questions were often presented in the form of a hypothetical situation.
 In fact, the rabbinic Judaism of today can be traced all the way back to such discussions in Jesus’ day and earlier. 
The situation which the Sadducees presented to Jesus is a great example of such questions. Although most of the time such questions were presented with the honest intent of seeking how the law would apply in a given situation, the Sadducee’s had a different agenda. 
Their intent was to demonstrate, through an illustration that has all of the makings of a television sitcom, the silliness of harboring any idea that the dead will come back to life.
 The Sadducees were a sect that rejected the doctrine of a resurrection from the dead. If there is a resurrection of the dead, then whose wife would a woman be who’d had multiple husbands, in this case, seven of them?
  Perhaps, this is not such an unusual question in our day. There are a lot of people who, for various reasons, have had more than one spouse, and one might wonder, in the resurrection, how that’s going to work out. It seemed an impossible problem to resolve.  
In Jesus’ answer to the Sadducee’s puzzle, he teaches a little about marriage, and a lot about the afterlife.  
Jesus first begins by correcting the Sadducee’s understanding of marriage. Certainly, marriage has been instituted by God. It is a divinely ordained vocation, and the vast majority of men and women desire this vocation, and are called into it, at sometime in their life. 
The vocations of being husbands and wives, mothers and fathers, are the most fundamental callings by which we are to take care of each other, and of God’s creation.
  We take a spouse; we establish our homes; we have children and raise them in the faith. They, in turn, grow up and do the same. This is how it is supposed to work. This is as God has ordained it to be.
 Of course, in this fallen world, it isn’t so easy as it looks on paper. The devil, the world, and our own sinful nature ensure that there are more than a few challenges to this divine institution. 

 It is no easy calling, and it is a serious commitment;  a man and a woman promise when they marry that only death shall separate them. This makes an important point; the union of a man and a woman is not eternal, but temporal. Marriage is a God-given vocation for this life.
 Once again, as with all of our callings, marriage is one of the many means by which we take care of each other, and of the creation in which we live. Marriage is a part of this age; not the age to come. Jesus makes this perfectly clear; 
“The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage,… 
So then, we know that our relationships will be different in eternity; they will be better; they will be perfect; they will be sinless. In the new creation, we will be one perfectly united family, gathered together around our eternal Father, the Lord. 


 Jesus goes on to say that we shall be like the angels. Let’s be clear on that; we will be like the angels; we will not be angels. We will still be people, just like Jesus, who bodily ascended into heaven, and is present there. He is the first fruit of the resurrection, and we shall follow Him. 
 Despite what George Bailey and Clarence in It’s a Wonderful Life would have you believe, no matter how many bells might be ringing, you’ll not be getting any wings.  
So, what does Jesus mean that we will be like the angels?  He means that we shall be eternal; we’ll never die again. We also won’t be sexual creatures; once again, our sexuality is for this life; for the vocation of marriage. Things will be much different in eternity. 
But we tend to imagine eternity, and life in the new creation, as being like our lives here, because this is all that we know. So, we tend to ask questions like; what will I do in heaven all day? Won’t I get bored? Will I know who people are in heaven? Will I see my loved ones? Will I have my pets back? 
None of these are bad questions, but they are all based on our lives here, in a creation that has become marked by death, because of sin’s corruption. 

 Scripture gives us little glimpses here and there of what eternity will be like, but not much. We know from our gospel text that marriage will not be a part of life in the new, eternal creation.
 But then, the Sadducees weren’t really asking about marriage, were they? The Sadducees were challenging the doctrine of the resurrection of all the dead.
 So, after correcting their assumption regarding the estate of marriage, Jesus addresses their real question;
 37But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.”
This is the most important thing for us to know; not what will eternal life in the new creation be like, but the fact that, although our bodies are stricken with physical death, even so, we are ever present and alive before the face of God.
Even during that temporary time when our eternal souls are separated by death from our physical bodies, we live, and we experience the peace and the joy of being in the presence of God.
 At the resurrection, it only gets better from there. For our souls will be reunited with our bodies, now perfect, now also eternal, in the new creation. What exactly that will be like, we just don’t know; but rest assured, you will not get bored. 
We have total confidence in the fact of the coming resurrection of the dead, because Jesus clearly proclaims this fact to the Sadducees, as He refers back to the record of Moses. 
This also demonstrates for us that the Scriptures, are not tall tales, nor are they morality stories, like Aesop’s Fables, nor are they one more legend created by a people to explain and justify their existence. 
Jesus points back to Moses and the burning bush as an actual event; it happened; the conversation happened; the Scriptural account is true and accurate. 
Jesus can certainly vouch for the historicity of the event, and exactly what was said; because he was there. It was the Lord, the second Person of the Holy Trinity; Jesus, who was present in the form of the burning bush and who spoke to Moses. 


Whenever we have the visible presence of God, what we have is the second Person of the Trinity, and what did he say to Moses? I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
By these words, as recorded by Moses, Jesus establishes the facts; 38Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.”
The scribes, experts in the Scriptures, who were present to hear this, complimented Jesus on his astute, concise, and perfect answer to the Sadducees question. There was nothing more to say. 
Who, then, can be assured of a joyful entrance into the very presence of God, and a resurrection into the eternal new creation, at Jesus’ return?  Who, even now, can live in this life with an abiding peace unlike any peace that the world can give?  
As Jesus has said, it is those who are considered worthy; and we know that, of ourselves, we are not worthy, nor can any effort of our own attain such worthiness.


 We do not attain such worthiness, but through faith, when we repent of our sins, and believe in the worthiness of Jesus Christ, who has taken upon Himself our unworthiness, and bestowed upon us His own worthiness, having redeemed us from out of sin and death, by means of His own blood. 
All who so believe have been saved from death and hell, and live before the presence of God now, and eternally.  Jesus responded to the Sadducee’s hypothetical question with the actual reality. 
In doing so, he teaches us a little about the holy estate of marriage, and a lot about the souls that have departed this life, and the certainty of the resurrection of all the dead, in the age to come. 
The life that is to come is simply not like the life that is now; it’s immeasurably better. The resurrection is no mere speculation or hope; it is God’s promise to us, because he loves us, and desires us to be among the company of heaven, gathered around him, along with angels and archangels, forever, as it was always meant to be. Jesus Christ alone has made us worthy of this reality, and we wait for it in the assurance of His word.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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