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Well, here we are; it is already the Last Sunday of the Church Year. While the secular year begins on January 1st and ends on December 31st, the church year begins with the First Sunday in Advent, and ends with the Sunday before Advent. So, next Sunday, make sure to greet everyone you see with “Happy New Year!” 
This Sunday is also known in some Christian traditions as Christ the King Sunday. What is the history behind that? I’m glad you asked!  
Christ the King Sunday was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925 as a response to the developing political climate in Europe at the time. Dictatorships were taking root, and with them, the rejection of the One who is really and ultimately in charge. 
But, long before 1925, the Sunday before Advent has always been known simply as the Last Sunday of the Church Year. 


This is reflected in both the very ancient One-Year Lectionary, which some of our parishes use, and in the not quite as ancient Three-Year Lectionary, which we, and the vast majority of LCMS parishes use. The Three-Year Lectionary came out in the 1960’s, which might be considered ancient by some, but not most of us, here today. 
On this, the Last Sunday of the Church Year, on every day of the year, and eternally, Jesus Christ is the King. We boldly confess this, and we must never forget it.     Today, we draw upon a text that one would normally expect on Good Friday. 
 Our Gospel account of the crucifixion of Jesus shows and confirms for us that Jesus is the Christ, the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. 
There, on that dark, horrible, ghastly day, a day that we now call Good Friday, on a hill outside of Jerusalem, a king ascended His throne and established His kingdom, the world was judged, and the forgiveness of sins and eternal life was declared upon all mankind. 


While 40 days after His resurrection, Jesus Christ, in the presence of His disciples, bodily ascended back to His throne in Heaven, His eternal kingdom had been visibly and decisively established when He ascended the cross before a mocking crowd. 
Nailed to that cross and crowned with thorns; the king bore the weight of His subjects upon His shoulders; all of the sin of the entire world; of every individual soul, who ever was, who is, and who ever would be. 
The public record displayed above His head declared His status; “This is the King of the Jews.”  The Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers alike taunted the dying Jesus with the same taunt as Satan when he tormented Jesus in the desert; “If you are the Christ, save yourself.” 
But Jesus did not come to save Himself; He came to save us. He came to rescue us from Satan’s kingdom, and bring us into His own, and the only way to do that was to become one of us.
 Our king was numbered among sinners; in fact, He was crucified along with two criminals that day; the holy, innocent One suffering the same fate as the guilty.


 Nobody there on that day could see this. Nobody realized or understood what was happening before their very eyes; nobody, that is, but one of those criminals, also condemned by the Roman government to die that same, horrible, agonizing death.
 That man must have done some horrible things in his life. He likely was even a murderer. The Romans, you see, didn’t crucify every offender. That was reserved for the worst of the worst; mostly murderers and insurrectionists. 
So, we know that the two crucified with Jesus were truly bad guys; most likely hardened, dangerous criminals.  Writhing in their own agony, even they joined the mocking crowd berating Jesus, their fellow condemned; until, for the one, something happened. 
The Holy Spirit opened his eyes to realize that this innocent One was his Lord, and that he was in the presence of pure holiness.
 His reviling soon changed to a rebuke of the other criminal, a confession of his own sinfulness, and a repentant plea for mercy; 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
Jesus, although in the depths of His own agony, turned to that man and declared to him; “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Jesus can say that; for He is a king, and His kingdom is not of this world. It is the eternal Paradise; heaven; and the day is coming when its full revelation, in a new and sinless creation, will be known and enjoyed by all whose faith is the same as that of the repentant criminal. 
On that Good Friday, the whole world was judged. Those two criminals represent the whole of mankind. All of us are just as guilty. Our sin shows that all of us are deserving of an eternal agonizing death; the very torments of hell. 
 The vast majority of mankind reviles God and scorns his ways. But some, by the very grace of God, see, and hear, and believe. God’s holy law cuts us to the heart, and we all know our guilt.
But only the eyes of faith can look upon the crucified Jesus and see that truly, this is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; who takes away my sin. 


 Only saving faith moves you to know and declare “this is my king and my God, who loves me so much, that He has borne my judgment, in my place, in order to declare me innocent.” 
Nailed to the cross and reviled by the world, Jesus prayed  “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  This blessed intercession was prayed for the reviling crowd, the Jewish leaders, the Roman soldiers, the two criminals, and you and me. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  Because of Jesus, we are forgiven. 
On that Good Friday, the world was judged. For the sake of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, mankind was forgiven; declared innocent, by God the Father. The atoning sacrifice had been accepted. 
Now, whoever believes shall inherit Paradise; but whoever does not remains in their sin, hell will be their eternal fate, and they will have to confess that is by their own most grievous fault.
For their king brought them, at the cost of His own blood, out of darkness and into His light; and still, they insisted on running back into the darkness; into self-centered impenitence and unbelief. 
The events of Good Friday confirm that Jesus is the Christ, the eternal King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The king has established His eternal kingdom of grace, judged the world, and now sits at the right hand of God the Father. 
When Satan torments you, remind yourself, and him, that his kingdom has been overthrown by your King, the Lord Jesus Christ, who has brought you into His kingdom through baptism, and shall usher you and all Christians into His Paradise at the last day. Amen.  
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