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After Martin Luther died, a piece of paper was found in his pocket. On that paper were his last known written words; “We are beggars; this is true.” 
 I don’t know if he was thinking specifically of this morning’s gospel text, but it certainly seems a fitting summary; we are beggars; this is true.  The blind beggar in our gospel text is the very image of this sentiment; he is the very image of the Christian, here, in the world. 
Blind from birth, he only knew survival through the kindness of sympathetic strangers. Begging on the street, and only able to go where others led him.
 Even as an adult, he may have lived with his parents.  What a tragedy it must have been for them to have a child who would always need to have someone to help take care of him. Physical disability is one of the many sufferings wrought by the effects of sin upon this world.


  Jesus’ disciples understood this, but assumed that all suffering must be God’s judgment against the individual for their own actual sins. 
So, was it the sin of this man, or of his parents, that caused him to be born blind?  Perhaps both the man and his parents wondered the same thing; what had they done to deserve this? 
The disciples raise an interesting doctrinal point with their question. The disciples assumed the possibility that the man’s blindness could have been the result of a sin that he committed; a man who was born blind.
 The disciples assumed the possibility of suffering judgment for sin before one was even born. So, when did any so-called age of accountability come into Christian teaching? It obviously wasn’t drawn from Judaic thought.  In Psalm 51, David writes “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  


The so-called age of accountability, which has caused other Christian traditions to deny their children the benefits of baptism until they are old enough to decide for themselves, is an unfortunate, unscriptural development, that denies the reality of original sin; our inherently corrupted nature, which we have inherited from Adam and Eve.
 Of course, to deny original sin by default short changes the grace of God. The reality of original, inherited sin means that we, of ourselves, are completely incapable of any saving thought or act which would atone for our sins, or make us acceptable in the sight of God.
 All of us are fully, and completely dependent upon God’s grace and mercy alone for our salvation; we are beggars; this is true.  We are all born blind, and we remain blind, until Jesus comes and opens our eyes. 
Just as the blind beggar could only passively receive Jesus’ work of healing, which he had not sought, nor made any effort himself to gain, so we receive God’s word and, by the work of the Holy Spirit, believe it.


By the work of the Holy Spirit through God’s word, our blindness is removed, and we see the truth; the reality of our sin; the reality of eternal judgment; and the reality of Christ’s full and complete atonement for all of our sin, both original sin, and all of those actual sins that we commit because of it.
 Baptism, especially infant baptism, is a brilliant illustration of this truth, as God comes to us in his word attached to water, and applies his salvation to us, just as Jesus came and applied the mud upon the blind man’s eyes, making him a new and different person; one who now sees; one who has a new life because of it. 
The people around him didn’t know what to make of it; is this the blind beggar, they asked? It looks like him, but this man is different; this man can see. 
A person who comes to faith later in life might get the same reaction from the people around him, as he grows in the Christian faith, and the old man becomes less and less, and the new man increases.
 Friends, even family, may say “You’re different; what happened?” As the apostle Paul exhorts us; always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in you to anyone who asks, only do it gently, and with respect.
A living faith is bound to reveal itself in our words and actions. Then, questions get asked; and faith gets challenged; and persecutions come.
 To be a Christian means to take up the cross and follow Jesus, who was himself questioned, slandered, berated, killed. What persecutions have you suffered?
 Relationships that have suddenly become awkward? A stunted career path? A pleasant conversation cut short at the mention of Jesus, and suddenly, the other person has something else that they need to do? 
All mere child’s play compared to the sufferings of Christians elsewhere in the world, but, suffering and persecution, none the less.
  When the man’s parents were interrogated about how their son who was blind now sees, even they threw him under the bus for fear of being thrown out of the synagogue. 


 The man whom Jesus healed had himself no great speech prepared, no clever rhetoric for those who questioned him; only a simple, factual testimony of what happened; I was blind and now I see. I don’t know anything else about Jesus; but I know what he did, and I thank him for it. 
With that, of course, he was himself thrown out, excommunicated, as it were, from the synagogue; cut off from his people, for his faithful witness to the Lord Jesus. 
He didn’t ask for martyrdom, but for the joy of  receiving sight, and the new life that he had because of it, he could not help but sing the praises of he one who had healed him.
He simply stuck to the facts. He told the truth; and he suffered for it. How would you feel after all of that? Isolated? Frustrated? Struggling?  Having heard all that the man had been through, Jesus came to him and asked if he believed in him, and he encouraged him with his words and his presence.


Jesus came with assurance, strengthening the man’s faith in the midst of his sufferings, providing that abiding peace and joy that the world cannot give, and which the world cannot understand; but you do.
 You know, even in the midst of suffering, the encouragement, the comfort, that comes from God’s word and his sacraments. 
You know the peace of sins forgiven; the joy of eternal life; the comfort of knowing that, come what may, Jesus Christ is with you always. 
Even when death takes you from here, Jesus immediately receives you to himself in heaven because, through his own life, suffering, death, and resurrection, Jesus Christ has prepared paradise for us, and he has given it to us. We’ve done nothing, and he has come to us, and has given us everything. 
 We are beggars; this is true. Amen. 
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