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The Transfiguration marks the conclusion, and the high point, of the Epiphany season. The events leading up to the Transfiguration are little epiphanies; little revealings, of Jesus’ identity.
 The Transfiguration is an amazing event because, in that single moment, several facts are revealed that ought to be a great comfort to us regarding our faith, beginning with the fact that Jesus is the one, true, and living God.
 There is only one God, and Jesus is no mere reflection of him. He is no mere man, nor is he a lesser god, subordinate to a god greater than himself.
 He is, rather, fully God and fully man, the second Person of the divine Trinity, one God in three Persons.
 


 We see this in the fact that, in this glimpse of the full revelation of Jesus’ glory, the evangelist St. Matthew records that Jesus’ face “shown like the sun…” What is the significance of this? Consider the sun. The sun is the source of all natural light here on earth. The sun radiates light from itself. 
In contrast, consider the moon.  A full moon shines very brightly, and most people can move around at night during a full moon using only the ambient moonlight to see. 
But, as Genesis records, the moon is a lesser light, and, as we also know, the moon does not produce its own light; it is not the source of that light. Moonlight is actually sunlight reflecting off of the moon; the source of that light is still the sun. 
At the Transfiguration, Jesus was not merely reflecting the light of God’s glory, like the moon reflects the light of the sun; the light was radiating out from him; Jesus is the source. Jesus is not a lesser god, reflecting and subordinate to a greater god, as you find, for example, in Hinduism, or other mythologies.  Jesus is, fully and completely, God.


 Disregard any thought that there might be some other deity, or a saint, perhaps, to whom you must appeal. 
You have Jesus; you get to appeal directly to the source; to God Himself, with all of your prayers. There is no hierarchy, no middle man, in your relationship with God.
Weak and imperfect as our humble prayers are, they rise to God as a sweet-smelling incense. Meanwhile, within the Holy Trinity, God the Son intercedes before God the Father for you, and God the Holy Spirit utters groanings too deep for words. That’s just God within Himself, working all things for your good. 
Therefore, faith in Jesus Christ is faith in God himself. Anyone, or anything else, is an idol; a false god. We should always remember that, in the end, all of our idols; all of our false gods, are masks worn by demons. They can be pretty convincing in those masks, but in the presence of the true light, they all run like cockroaches.
The reality of the eternal soul is also revealed in the Transfiguration. Moses and Elijah, present and conversing with Jesus, reveals that God is not God of the dead, but of the living. 


Even as we deal with the reality of our own mortality, and as we grieve our loved ones whom death has separated from us for a time, the Transfiguration shows us that all who die in the faith; all who die while awaiting the Messiah, are immediately present with Him in eternity. They are living in His light, awaiting the resurrection, and the new creation to come. 
 In the Service of the Sacrament, when we make reference to “angels and archangels, and all the company of heaven,” that’s not poetic sentimentalities; it’s a confession of our faith in a reality that we do not yet see, but we know to be true, because the Lord God has plainly said so in his holy word. The Transfiguration is one revelation of this truth, clearly proclaimed in the Scriptures.
  The longer that we live on this side of eternity, the more of that glorious company of heaven we happen to know personally. The Lord is not God of the dead, but of the living; for all live before Him, and the Transfiguration shows us that all who die in the Christian faith shall be with the Lord, forever. 


The Transfiguration also reveals to us that no one comes to God but through Jesus Christ, his Son. The apostle Peter, always the self-appointed spokesman for the group, offers to make tabernacles where Moses, Elijah, and Jesus can all dwell, right there, on that mountain. 
Once again, that would subordinate Jesus to being something less than who he is; God in the flesh. God will not share his glory; not even with Moses and Elijah, who pointed toward the coming Messiah, the eternal Savior, and faithfully served Him in their ministries, but never claimed to be Him. 
In fact, when St Peter proposed equal billing for the three, then God the Father put his two cents in. Enveloping them all in a cloud of divine radiance, the voice of God declared; “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”  
In the presence of the one, true and living God, Peter, James and John fell flat on their faces. In the presence of unveiled holiness, sinful man is, rightly, terrified; for the unclean cannot dwell in the presence of he clean. 


But God had not revealed Himself to them in order to strike them down; he comes to them in order to lift them up; 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
When, through the holy Scriptures, we encounter the living God, we become aware of our own unholiness, our sinful, fallen state. We understand God as law giver and judge; and we understand ourselves as guilty. 
How dare we not fall down and hide our faces from him? But the Scriptures reveal something more; that God comes to us, not to strike us down, and leave it at that. 
Rather, it is the one cut to the heart by sting of the law who is now where Jesus Christ can apply His healing touch, and raise them up.
 Rise and have no fear; for Jesus is the Christ, the Redeemer. He is God come to free you from captivity to sin, and death, and Satan. What’s more, he has done it.
 Jesus Christ ultimately reveals himself as Lord and God through his own crucifixion and resurrection, by which he has erased your sins, and has made you right with God. 
Now, we await just one final revelation of our salvation; Jesus’ visible return, and the dawn of the new creation at the Last Day, when He comes to judge the living and the dead, usher his faithful into paradise with him, and cast away the unrepentant to the bowels of hell, along with Satan and the rest of the demons.  
In the Transfiguration, we have a glimpse of Jesus in his unveiled glory; and in that glimpse, we have revealed to us many truths in which we can take comfort, and live confidently, awaiting the great and awesome day of His return.  
Remain steadfast in this faith; for there is no other in which you have salvation and eternal life; no one but Jesus only. Amen. 
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