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Isaiah prophesied the unthinkable; that Judea would be invaded, the people decimated, and the survivors removed to a far-away gentile land; Babylon. 
The people would be exiles from the land of promise, and the royal lineage of David, the great king, would end.  Approximately two hundred years after Isaiah had foretold this disaster, it came to pass. 
Where was there any hope for this people, who had long rebelled from almighty God, who brought them out of Egypt and into the land of promise?
 They’d been warned by divine prophesy through Isaiah and other prophets of God, but they did not repent. Now, judgment had come, and their fate was sealed.
 It would seem that God had withdrawn his hand from them for good. Evicted from Judea; the Davidic lineage from which the Messiah was to come, dead.


Isaiah had said that this would happen; but he didn’t say that this was the end. Their chastisement would have an end, and they would return to Judea; not because they’d paid their dues, but because of God’s promises made to Abraham ages before of a land, blessings, and children numerous as the sand of the sea.
 Despite what they deserved, and contrary to what it seemed, God’s people were not cut off completely; their hope was not dead. 
As Isaiah foretold; 1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,	and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  The tree that had been cut down was not dead after all; from out of the house of David would come the promised Messiah; the Christ; the Redeemer. 
One would be born to David’s lineage who is perfectly righteous and faithful, whose very word would be truth; for the Spirit of the Lord would rest upon Him, and He would judge the people with perfect equity. 
Jew and Gentile would gather to Him; all who seek Him and His word; all who seek righteousness with God; all who love His word. 


The hope of the nations has come in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, a man of the house of David, yet a man whose father is God. Jesus is the second Person of the Holy Trinity, the Son of God, made flesh.
 He is the One to whom all souls, whether Jew or Gentile, all whose faith is in Jesus Christ, gather in repentance and faith to receive His holy absolution, purchased for us all through His own life, suffering and death.
 God’s promises are irrevocable. When God speaks, it is, and He has promised deliverance from sin, death and hell, to all peoples, through His Son, the Anointed One; the Messiah. 
 Because of Jesus, when you feel abandoned by God, totally cut off, exiled far from His presence, the truth is, you’re not. He Himself mourns your every tear, feels your every need, and continues to provide for all of your needs of both body and soul.
 Baptized into Christ, you are God’s people; His children. You are the very fruit of Jesus Christ, the shoot that has sprung from the stump and has grown mighty. 


 He is leading you to the eternal promised land through the way of His cross; to an eternity much different from the life that we now live in this, our wilderness wandering, our momentary exile. 
Isaiah also saw this eternal kingdom to come, in which all of God’s people, all who believe, would live in perfect peace and harmony.
 Since the fall into sin, no one and no creature has experienced, in this created order, perfect peace and harmony; but we will.
 Not because we are entitled, but because God has promised; and His promise is fulfilled through Jesus Christ, the Lord
 This is Isaiah’s vision in the last part of our Scripture today; the vision of the eternal day of perfect peace in the absence of sin, death and hell, all of which Jesus Christ has defeated for us, so that we may enjoy life under His eternal reign.
  Jesus Christ the Lord’s resting place is our resting place, and it shall be glorious.


 Be strengthened and encouraged by the foretaste of the kingdom that He provides us here, and rejoice in the sure promise of His return. Amen 
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