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Genesis 3:1–21

	It never hurts to review the basics. Genesis is the book of record for the basics, and the review source for the root cause of all things.
 The root cause of all suffering and death is sin, and the root cause of sin is not listening to God. His word is clear, and true; and yet, how quickly we forget.
 You and I are just like our parents; our first parents, Adam and Eve. They knew God’s word; they heard it directly from him. 
Yet, just as soon as the devil shows up questioning what they’d been told, implying that, perhaps, God is denying them everything that they could have, their attention is diverted. 
Here, then, is the original sales pitch; the original temptation; If your eyes were opened to see things as they really are, then you could decide for yourself what’s right and what’s wrong; and all it takes is just one bite of this fruit. Go ahead; it won’t hurt you; you’ll be just like God. 


 Satan still constantly whispers in our ears; “Why should you put limits on your free will? Why not set your own course?     
 You can decide for yourself what’s right for you! ”  “ Why, the Bible is just dusty old legends and morality stories.  Grow up, and use your brain.” 
Really, we need not wonder why people are so arrogant as to develop their own standards of right and wrong, and determine what is true for them.
 It all started in Genesis when Adam and Eve listened to the devil, and stopped listening to God, their  Father . 
Judgment came to them in the form of suffering, futility, and ultimately, death. They were thrown out of Paradise to live in a fallen world; through every fault of their own. 
Original sin is our inheritance from our first parents, and the root of our own mortality, our limited, and often flawed, understanding, and our self-centeredness, which moves us to break God’s holy law, even in ways that we are not aware; it happens so naturally. 


For their rebellion, God pronounced judgment. Isn’t it amazing the ripple effect that sin has upon the entire creation? It still affects us, and then, our own sins ripple out and affect others; what damage we cause. 
All of us truly deserve every ounce of God’s holy wrath. But when we get back to the basics; we already find something radical; that at the same time that our eternal Father pronounces judgment upon the offenders, beginning with that serpent, the devil, he also declares the devil’s demise, and our salvation; 
14The Lord God said to the serpent…15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 
With those words, God the Father declares how he will restore what Satan had corrupted. He then pronounces judgment upon Adam and Eve for their transgression.
 Then, after having declared what they have earned for themselves, and for us, God then provides for their needs. He clothes them; he covers their nakedness in a way that foreshadows how he will cover their sin; through blood sacrifice.
  The life and the spilled blood of a couple of animals was required by God to cover their nakedness; and the life and the spilled blood of his only begotten Son would be required to cover our iniquity with the righteousness that can only come to us from God. 
Genesis provides us with a quick review of the basics; how it all started; how it all got messed up; and how God, out of his perfect love, had already decided that he would fix the mess once and for all. 
Remember the basics; God’s word tells us that sin separates us from him, and consigns us to eternal damnation. 
His word also tells us that he himself has rescued us from that fate through the life of his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, so that, despite our forgetfulness, despite our constant falling into sin, we can repent, return, and be reconciled to God through His blood.  Such undeserved, unearned mercy deserves our unbroken thanks and praise. Amen. 
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