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In the life of Jesus, we see that He is the Messiah, because His entire life is the natural fulfillment of all of God’s prophecies.
 From His conception, to His ascension back to heaven, Jesus’ entire life demonstrates that He could only be none other than the Lord, our God and our Savior. 
Yet, no Christian apologetics, that is, no defense of the Christian faith, will ever convert anyone; only God’s word can do that.
Only the Holy Spirit, working through the word, creates faith to recognize that Jesus is the Lord, the Christ, and that it simply cannot be otherwise.  
Sure; there’s all sorts of convincing arguments to the contrary, all sorts of clever rhetoric to throw doubt upon the gospel.  But the Christian faith isn’t wrought by arguments; it is brought by the Holy Spirit through God’s word so that, even in the face of challenges regarding how this can be true, even in supposed demonstrations that the account of the Scriptures cannot be true, the Christian, through faith, simply replies “But it is.”  
Of course, when one makes an honest study of the Bible, the Holy Scriptures, one finds a marvelous consistency. Sixty-six books, written by several different men, over the course of hundreds of years, and yet, it all centers upon the Messianic promise.
It is all about the divine promise of one to come, an Anointed One, who will redeem us from our sins. All that has been written in the Scriptures regarding this Anointed One comes together in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. 
With the birth of Jesus Christ, every religion, every spirituality, every school of philosophy, every idol of mankind, is swept from the field.
 In light of the Nativity, the entire world ought to rejoice; so, why the denial? Why the hostility? It is because of original sin. 
We are all, as we confess, sinful and unclean by nature. Our fallen nature has made us estranged from God; hostile to him. We are, by nature, spiritual wanderers. 
All of the world’s religions seek to make us holy by means of our own self-selected efforts. All of the worlds spiritualities seek to manipulate the supernatural according to our own self-centered will.
 All of the world’s schools of philosophy seek to vindicate man, and make man the god over himself, and over all creation. 
The nativity of Jesus Christ reveals the foolishness of all of these things; and when these facades are swept away, we find out just what was hiding behind them; scared, sinful man, just like Adam and Eve, naked and afraid, hiding from God. 
The birth of Jesus Christ reveals that God is not like us. He does not think or act like us. He is not beholden to our will, but we are entirely subject to his. 
Apart from faith, we are actually hostile to this truth; it terrifies us. We want to be in charge; we want to make the rules; and we want to deny God’s coming judgment upon us.
 By nature, we live in dread of the coming judgment, because we know that, in the presence of the one true God, we stand guilty, and worthy of eternal death in the torments of hell. 
But in the birth of Jesus, God reveals his will to us; and his will is that we would be reunited with him, because he loves us. God does not want any soul to be condemned to hell; he wants everyone to be saved.
 Our idols, however impressive, cannot save us; they cannot make us right with God. Nor can they hide us from him. 
Hiding behind his facade of power, Herod feared the coming true king so much that he waged a war against babies. How evil; how truly demonic; and what a vivid illustration of the depths of our own sinful nature. 
Left to our own devices, each of us are the devil’s plaything, as he encourages us in our God denying facades. But God is love, and such is his love that he cannot leave us to perish in this way. Despite knowing how evil we are, the Son of God still comes among us in peace, in helplessness, in order to save us. 
From the manger, to the cross, to the resurrection, Jesus’ entire life was a life of bearing all of the world’s sin, suffering, and injustice, and in return, bestowing upon us complete forgiveness, and eternal life. He has made us holy and righteous before God.  


The Messianic promise has been fulfilled. Christ has come, and we need not hide, but instead, repent of our idols, and receive the restoration and forgiveness that Jesus Christ has given to us, through His own life, suffering, death and resurrection.
It happened just as the prophets, throughout all of the Scriptures, had foretold, and the apostles witnessed for themselves, and have testified to all the world. 
May we live lives that continue to testify of this good news to all the world, and in the face of hostilities, and insistent declarations that it isn’t true, that it couldn’t be true, may the Holy Spirit move us to simply reply; “But it is.”  Amen. 
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