 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
902 Hitchcock Drive SW, 
Aiken, South Carolina 29803
Church Phone: (803) 649-6417
blcaikensc@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. John B. Engwall
Office Hours By Appointment
Note: The format of this bulletin has been modified for use in private devotion services. 
 Unable to join us in person?  Please find us on Facebook live.
 The service is also posted on our website; bethlehemlutheranaiken.org  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
  Sunday of the Passion
March 29, 2026
10:30 a.m. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Our Policy and Practice Regarding Holy Communion
Hear the words of the Apostle Paul;
Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  -1 Cor.11:29 
  Therefore, visitors are asked to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament before speaking about this with the pastor; because we care about your spiritual well-being.
Also, because communing at this altar is a public confession that you agree with the doctrines of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and reject all contrary teachings.   	
Persons who are not communing today are always welcome to come forward during the distribution to receive an individual blessing; please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for this.  Thank you!  
We commune in two alternating tables. The ushers will guide you. Non-alcoholic white wine is available in the center of the individual cup tray.  Please leave empty individual cups at the altar rail.  

+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION +
After the bell tolls, please observe a time of silence.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
		


(Stand)

442 ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR








Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

INVOCATION
L	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

EXHORTATION	LSB 184
L	Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
 
L	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C	who made heaven and earth.
L	I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C	and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS	LSB 184
L	O almighty God, merciful Father,
C	I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

DECLARATION OF GRACE	
L	In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	Amen.
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
	the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Seek the Lord  | and his strength;*
	seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that  | he has done,*
	his miracles, and the judgments he  | uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his  | servant,*
	children of Jacob, his  | chosen ones!
He is the  | Lord our God;*
	his judgments are in  | all the earth.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
	the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.

GLORIA PATRI	LSB 186





KYRIE	LSB 186




 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
L	The Lord be with you.


L	Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 



(Sit)

CHILDREN'S LESSON
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Isaiah 50:4–9a
4The Lord God has given me
	the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with a word
	him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
	he awakens my ear
	to hear as those who are taught.
5The Lord God has opened my ear,
	and I was not rebellious;
	I turned not backward.
6I gave my back to those who strike,
	and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;
I hid not my face
	from disgrace and spitting.
7But the Lord God helps me;
	therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like a flint,
	and I know that I shall not be put to shame.
	8He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
	Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
	Let him come near to me.
9Behold, the Lord God helps me;
	who will declare me guilty?
 
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL	Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a
[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of | his own blood,*
	thus securing an eternal re- | demption.
Therefore he is the mediator of a new | covenant,*
	so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal in- | heritance.
He sent redemption to his | people;*
	he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.

EPISTLE	Philippians 2:5–11
	5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
 
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

HOLY GOSPEL	Matthew 27:11–66
L	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
 


 
	11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
	15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, (Next Page)
“Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
	24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
	27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
	32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. (next page)
 

	45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
	51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
	55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
	57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
	62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.
 
L	This is the Gospel of the Lord. 


APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

432 IN SILENT PAIN THE ETERNAL SON








Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938
Tune: John L. Bell, 1949
Text: © 1992 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798
Tune: © 1988, 1997 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, Scotland, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798

(Sit)

SERMON OR MEDITATION ON THE READINGS

(Stand)

OFFERING
As a part of our expression of thanksgiving to God for the treasure of His salvation to us, we offer a portion of our treasure, according to what each has determined in their heart to give. Please place offerings in the collection plate at the back of the sanctuary before or after the service. Offerings can also be sent to Bethlehem Lutheran Church via U.S. Mail. Thank you! 

OFFERTORY	LSB 192










 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE

(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
Note: The Service of The Sacrament is included in the lay bulletin solely as a viewers’ guide for those watching the livestream service; Communicant members who are unable to attend the Divine Service in person are encouraged to make arrangements with Pastor Engwall to receive the Lord’s Supper.   

PREFACE	LSB 194




 




 





 

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)	LSB 194
P	It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS	LSB 195











LORD’S PRAYER
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD	LSB 197

PAX DOMINI	LSB 197


 



AGNUS DEI	LSB 198










 
DISTRIBUTION
(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first, then commune those who are unable to come to the altar. The ushers will then direct all other communicants to the altar.)
 

441 RIDE ON, RIDE ON IN MAJESTY






Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt.
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

INSTRUMENTAL

(Stand)
 

NUNC DIMITTIS	LSB 199


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 

THANKSGIVING	LSB 200


 



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

SALUTATION	LSB 201


 



BENEDICAMUS	LSB 202


 







BENEDICTION 
L:The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
C:	Amen.
 

837 LIFT HIGH THE CROSS	sts. ref–6









5	Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

6	So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt.
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

IN OUR PRAYERS:      
Submitted petitions are included for two consecutive Sundays
For Those suffering afflictions of mind, body, or spirit:
· All of our Shut- Ins:
· , 
· 
· For missionaries
·  Deaconess Sandra Rhein, Rev. Jonathan Anderson
· 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please email announcements for Sunday bulletins by 8:00 a.m. Tuesday to pastorblcaiken@gmail.com
ALTAR FLOWERS: 
Flowers are donated today by Joyce Colucci in memory of Joseph Colucci Sr. 

ACTS DONATION FOR APRIL:
CEREAL

THANK YOU!!
Everyone who was able to participate in yesterday’s Church Clean-up day! 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY:
The bulletin now in your hand begins with Lutheran Service Builder, a program that currently only pastor knows how to use.  Two opportunities are still available to learn Lutheran Service Builder; TODAY after the service, and this Tuesday the 31st at 10:00 a.m.
 
EASTER SUNDAY  IS NEXT WEEK!!: 
9:00- Breakfast (no Bible Study) 10:30- Divine Service

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR: 
Every Sunday morning, during Bible Study and after the Divine Service, coffee, treats and good fellowship are waiting for you in our Fellowship Hall!  

Attendance:  Wednesday, March 18th: 36    Sunday,  March 22nd: 54

Offerings: (Not reported as of press time) 


Average weekly offering needed to make budget: $2,579 


		




		






 


OUR VALUE STATEMENT: Bethlehem Lutheran Church exists under God’s grace to save the lost and to strengthen the saved so that they may live bold and courageous lives of Christian witness before a non-believing world.  
Therefore, our purpose is: 
- to glorify God in Word and deed, 
- to nurture each other in Christian love,  
- to reach out to others with our Savior’s Gospel of life and salvation.  
  (Rom 5:8, Matt. 28:18-20). 

OUR VISION:  By the Grace of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, is a loving family united in Christ, learning, living, and spreading His Word. 

OUR MISSION: Learn the Word. Live the Word. Spread the Word.
 
Holy Week, and Easter Schedule of services
 March 29th :  Palm Sunday
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
April 2nd : Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. Communion service
April 3rd : Good Friday:
7:00 p.m. Tenebrae service
 April 5th: Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. breakfast, (no Bible study)
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
(outside, weather permitting)  
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