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Exodus 17:1–7

	 A people set free wonders if the Lord is among them or not, despite the obvious signs. The more things change, the more they stay the same. 
Israel has been brought out of harsh slavery in Egypt through the direct, miraculous intervention of God, with signs and wonders that could only be God’s hand reaching directly into history, and showing everyone exactly who’s in charge here.
 Egypt is left decimated because Pharaoh, despite plenty of warnings, despite repeated plagues, repeatedly refused to repent, to listen, and to let God’s people go. Not until all of the firstborn males throughout the land, both man and beast, were struck dead in a single night, did Pharaoh relent.
 Egypt was decimated, and Israel was told to get out, and get out quickly, taking whatever they wanted; just go away. But, after the initial shock, Pharaoh then sent his military forces after them to destroy them.


 Israel escaped, once again, only by the direct intervention of God, who parted the Red Sea for Israel, and then sent it crashing down upon Egypt’s army as it gave chase. 
Why would Israel ever worry about a thing after all that? Yet, here we are. They’ve hit a bump in the road; no water. The cry goes out; “We’re going to die, and it’s all Moses fault!” “Why is God doing this to us?” 
Another test of faith, and another failure on the part of Israel. Still, God provides water from the rock. He has mercy upon Israel, despite their fickle, shallow hearts. The more things change, the more they stay the same. 
When it’s smooth sailing on sunny, blue seas, life is good, and faith is easy. But, just as soon as the dark clouds pop up, and the gale starts to blow, and the water breaks over the bow, and the stomach gets queasy from the rockin’ and a rollin’, the cry goes out “Lord, where are you?”  “ How could you let this happen?”  “Why, why have you abandoned us?” 
Israel in the wilderness did this; the Apostles did this; and we do this as well.  “Is the Lord among us or not?” How dare Israel ask such a question; how dare we ask such a question? 
 They had God’s visible presence and direct interventions. We have something even better; God’s word and his sacraments, by which the Holy Spirit Himself works faith within our hearts; faith in the fact  that, yes; the Lord is among us, and the Lord is on our side.
 We are His children, whom He has redeemed through His own life, suffering and death; it’s a completed work. The church is His bride, and we are His children. 
Through smooth sailing and storms, it is the Lord who is in charge, setting the course, and working everything for our good. Just as He has always done for His people, despite their imperfect faith and lack of understanding.
 It was no run of bad luck that brought Israel to a place without water; it was the Lord who permitted this for them, for their good, in order to show them, once again, that He Himself is their rock; He Himself is their source of life. He Himself had provided, and would continue to provide, for them. 


Through every storm, through every dry place, through every pain and every uncertainty, the Lord is teaching you the same lesson; that He Himself is your rock, your source of life, who has, and continues, to provide for you.
The Lord is among us, setting the course, and calling us to repent of sinful worry, and of trying to force things to the way that we want it, complaining and blaming, rather than commending it all to God.
 Despite ourselves, He still has mercy. He forgives you abundantly, and He calls you, again and again, to cling to Him as He quenches your thirst through the living water of His word and sacraments, where your salvation is found and assured.
 Is the Lord among us, or not?  He most certainly is, and always will be. Amen. 
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