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The Lord our God always works in ways that we would never have chosen; ways that we would never have imagined. God makes sure that we walk with him by faith alone; not by what we feel, or perceive, or the way that we think that it should be.  
He wants us to cling to his eternal word and promises, and not to the fleeting thrill of miracles, or what makes sense to us. Joseph and Mary are models for us of lives lived toward God by faith in his word alone. 
Mary had faith in God’s word brought to her by the angel Gabriel of the special role that she would play in God’s plan of salvation.
 Young Mary willingly accepted the miraculous pregnancy that she would undergo, and the physical and emotional hardships that it would bring.


 Besides the usual strains of pregnancy and childbirth that her body would have to endure, Mary also had to deal with the stigma of a pregnancy outside of marriage. 
What would the neighbors think? What would her family think? What would Joseph, her fiancé, think? How would he react? 
These were genuine concerns, especially in the society in which Mary lived, where such a scandal could mark her for the rest of her life as a loose woman; a woman whom her husband could have charged with adultery; a crime that could have brought upon Mary death by stoning. 
The problem seemed obvious to Joseph; his fiancé was pregnant. He could not marry this unfaithful woman. Yet, Joseph was the type of man who was determined to see that this situation brought no more shame or harm upon Mary. 
Though heartbroken and embarrassed as he likely would have been, Joseph would do what he had to in order to see that the engagement was quietly broken off, and he and Mary would simply go their separate ways. 


According to what seemed obvious to Joseph, this is the way that it must be.  He could not have perceived, nor understood, the reality of the miraculous things that were happening, and the important, God-given role that he would play in his vocation as Mary’s husband, and as a father to Jesus, raising him as his own son. 
Like Mary, Joseph learned through divine revelation that God’s ways are not according to what we would want or expect, but according to his word.
Like Mary, Joseph, upon hearing God’s revelation to him, believed, and acted, not according to what appeared obvious, but according to God’s promise. 
Through the faithfulness of Mary, the Lord manifested Himself to the world in the form of an infant, and through the faithfulness of Joseph, God saw to it that the infant Messiah, who is God in the flesh; God with us, would be protected from Satan’s efforts to exterminate him by the hands of wicked Herod, and that Jesus and Mary would be provided for in the household that Joseph and Mary established together in the divine institution of marriage. 


Unlike Joseph and Mary, we do not receive direct revelation from God, not even from his angels. Instead, we have the revelation of his inspired and inerrant word, preserved down through the ages. 
It is through this word that we know of Mary and Joseph, and their part in the wonderful fulfillment of the prophecy, the promise of God, upon which we meditate this night. 
God promised fallen man that the seed of the woman would be his salvation; that the seed of the woman would crush the old serpent Satan’s head.
 Over time, God provided through his chosen prophets more details; the virgin birth; God coming in the flesh to dwell with man; God sacrificing himself upon the cross, and thereby, crushing the serpent’s head, saving us from hell, and giving us eternal life. 
Nobody could imagine such things, and yet, this is how God, in his perfect love, has chosen to interact with mankind, and make us his children once again.


 The Holy Spirit through his word works faith within us, enlightening us with the truth of these things in which we rejoice, along with the angels, and all the company of heaven.
 The eternal light has broken in upon our darkness; life has defeated death; good has defeated evil. Though these things are not obvious to our perception, by faith we know that, even now, it is true. 
Because Christ has come, and shall soon return, the peace that He brings shall drive away, once and for all, the fleeting remnants of evil and death that we still must endure here and now.
Therefore, rejoice! For the Lord has come. We welcome our Savior, and we look forward to His glorious return.
 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace among those with whom He is pleased; that is to say, among all whose faith is in Him. Amen.
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