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	Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Christ; the majority of mankind has rejected this statement. Others, while not rejecting the statement outright, question it. Even the few among mankind who believe that Jesus is the Christ, including you and me, are given to question our faith.
 Through the local and world news, we’re aware that there’s a lot of hurt and general dysfunction in this world. In our day-to-day routines, the conversations and the lives of the people that we interact with, at work, on the golf course, and so many other places, often reflect values, perspectives and beliefs that are quite contrary to what Jesus and the apostles taught, and definitely not what we learned from the Small Catechism.
  Outside of the church, even the Christmas season puts Jesus in the background. Jesus might get honorable mention in a Christmas television special, or he might make a cameo appearance in a front yard nativity scene; right next to Santa Claus, Frosty the Snowman, and the Grinch. 
It’s enough to make one wonder; is the gospel of Jesus Christ real, or are we coping with life by means of a false hope?   Like John the Baptist, we sometimes ask of Jesus “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
Think about it; John the Baptist was given the ministry of announcing the Messiah’s arrival. From his birth, he’d been blessed with the Holy Spirit. 
When he baptized Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove came to rest on Him, John knew without a doubt that this one is the Messiah; because it had been revealed to him in a vision that this would be the sign of the One who is the Christ. 
Yet, isolated and confined to a dungeon, even John the Baptist needed reassurance. One might easily wonder; if Jesus is the Messiah, then why hasn’t anything changed yet; and why am I suffering here?  
 It’s easy to get caught up in the here and now, influenced by what we see, hear and feel, painfully aware that, among mankind, and mankind’s beliefs, we are the ones who are the minority. Dear Jesus; are you the One who is to come, or do we look for another?  
Jesus did not tell John the Baptist to look inside his heart for the answer, nor did he respond with a line of clever rhetoric, nor with a profound statement for John to contemplate in order to gain enlightenment.
 Jesus told John’s disciples to go back, and relay to him the things that they were seeing and hearing; the very things that the prophets had foretold would be the marks of the Messiah, and of His reign upon the earth.
In this manner, Jesus directed John the Baptist back to the Scriptural record; back to God’s holy word.
 Whenever your faith wavers, He calls you to the same landmark for your point of reference. The Holy Scriptures are like a surveyor’s iron pin in the ground. 
It is the definite, immovable point of reference, from which everything else is measured, the boundaries established, and the truth shown.
  In fact, it is Scripture that interprets Scripture; not man’s imaginations, or feelings about things. Search the Scriptures, and they point to a coming anointed one, who is himself God, who will save us from our sins.
  This Messiah is the binder that holds all of the Holy Scriptures together; and those Scriptures point to one man, Jesus of Nazareth, as the Messiah.
  He is the fulfillment of all Scripture; all of God’s promises. He was conceived and born to live, suffer, and die in your place, perfectly fulfilling God’s righteous requirements for holiness, on your behalf.
 Jesus did not spend his three years of ministry teaching and preaching social justice. He did not wage a so-called war on poverty, or march to the halls of government, demanding the rights of whomever is being marginalized or victimized this week; not even for his disciples.
 He wasn’t ambiguous about what is and is not sinful, nor did he hesitate to declare to the unrepentant their sin, and its eternal consequences. 
Jesus did not do any of those things that innumerable groups of misled people do today, many even in the Name of Christ. What did Jesus do instead? 
Jesus said to His disciples “We are going to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man is going to be handed over to evil men, and they will mistreat Him, and crucify Him, and on the third day, He will rise again.”   What, then, is the church to be doing today? 


 The church is to proclaim the fact that Jesus Christ, the very Son of God, went to Jerusalem; and He was handed over to evil men; and they mistreated Him; and they crucified Him; and on the third day, He rose again. That whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
In this, and this only, do you have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. This does not mean that, what was once sin is now okay.
It means that we turn away from sin, and turn to Christ, who has paid the price, forgiven our debt, and has made us innocent before God, so that we have peace with him. 
 Jesus confirmed, from the Scriptures, that John the Baptist was a prophet of God, in the spirit of Elijah, sent to prepare the people to meet their Messiah.
  John the Baptist proclaimed that the long- awaited day of redemption had come, and that Jesus is the Messiah. But, locked away in Herod’s dungeon, even John the Baptist needed his faith strengthened.
  Until Jesus’ return, our faith remains imperfect, and it is constantly confronted with many challenges from the world, from Satan, and from our own sinful nature. 
Always be encouraged and strengthened by the Holy Spirit through God’s holy word, that Jesus is the one and only Messiah, and there is none other by whom your sins are forgiven, and you are saved from God’s holy wrath to come. Amen.  
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