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Ever since Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, the world has been steeped in sorrows. Mankind has suffered a wall of separation from God, who once walked with man, and related to him face to face, in the paradise of a perfect creation. 
There was no fear, there was no animosity, between God and man. That all changed with the fall. With the entrance of sin into the world, and mankind’s lost innocence, came a fear of God; a fear driven by guilt; a fear that causes man to run from God, and not to God. 
With the fall into sin came God’s judgment upon the world, which was brought under the penalty of life marked by futility and mortality; a dying creation in which everything suffers from the pernicious plague of sin. 
But with judgment also came the promise of mercy; what man had broken, God himself would fix. What man had soiled, God himself would make clean again.


Ever since the fall, when mankind lost the image of God, the vast majority of mankind seeks only to justify themselves and their own selfish ways, always running from God and denying his coming judgment. 
Yet, there has always been a remnant among sinful man whose faith is in God and his promised redemption. 
Men and women, sorrowful over their sins, frustrated by their own sinful nature, and pleading to the Lord God for mercy, holding onto the promise that he is merciful. 
From Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and down through the ages, there has always been a remnant among sinful man, who walk through the darkness of this fallen world, with faith in the only one who could overcome the darkness. 
They cling to his promise that he will rescue us, because he is God, and he desires not to destroy us, but to restore us to himself; because he loves us.  


 Down through the ages, the word of God came through his prophets proclaiming that, though our sins bring judgment upon us, God desires to have mercy, and he calls us to turn back to him in repentance and receive his forgiveness. 
These prophets proclaimed, again and again, throughout the ages, what God had promised; that he would send a Savior who would save us from our enemies, and from our sin, and restore us back to himself. 
God’s final revelation to us is the Word of God made flesh. God has revealed himself as God who comes to us, not to make war against us, but to make peace with us.
 The birth of Jesus Christ marks the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s promise that he would restore what mankind had broken. 
He did not descend from heaven with a mighty shout, and scores of angels, and thunder and lightning shaking heaven and earth, to the great terror of both man and beast.


  He came quietly, humbly, as a helpless infant, the miraculous child of a virgin, as the prophets had foretold.   This infant in the manger is God in the flesh, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
The Good Shepherd had his angels announce His arrival to shepherds in the fields around Bethlehem; shepherds who provided lambs for the temple sacrifices to cover the sins of the people, thus foreshadowing the reason why God chose to become a man.
This holy infant was destined for the cross, where his death would be the once and for all atonement for sin. His blood would purify mankind and make us holy once again.
 The birth of Jesus was the beginning of the end for Satan’s reign, and the curse of sin and death, and of mankind’s separation from God. 


Today, we gather around the manger once again, in wonder and amazement that the love of God is such that he would come to us, and offer himself, in order to save us from the judgment that we deserve. 
Though the majority of mankind continues to run from God in rebellion and the fear of judgment, here, the eyes of faith see God who loves us; and so, we run to him. 
We run to God in order to fall down before him in repentant joy. We dare to do this because he has first come to us in peace, and he has embraced us with his love. 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…
In his Son, God’s promises are fulfilled. In his Son, your sins are forgiven, and you have peace with God, and the certainty of eternal life in paradise with Him.
 Glory to God in the highest, for Christ has come; and we, and the rest of the the faithful remnant, await that day when he shall come again in glory, and we shall see the full revelation of the salvation that he has given to us, by means of his own flesh and blood. Amen. 
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