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The Reformation was not merely a one-time historical event with a beginning, a middle, and an end. The Reformation certainly had a beginning, but the Reformation continues to this day. 
The Reformation is found wherever there is still a faithful, clear proclamation of the Gospel; wherever the teaching of the Christian faith is firmly rooted in what Jesus Christ has done for us; wherever that proper Christian doctrine is carefully guarded against wandering off again into works righteousness; or cheap grace that denies the reality of sin, its great harm, and its eternal penalty; or the mad ravings of the charismatics, bound to their emotions, and their illusions, and not to the Scriptures. 
The Reformation must continue in the church, because we are all given to gravitate toward any and all of those things. For example, we love works righteousness. We love justifying ourselves by all of the great and wonderful things that we do. 


We love a full and impressive resume, and no one is more impressed by our resume than we ourselves. So much so that, if not for God’s word exposing to us our sin, we would be prepared to stand before God, proclaiming to him all of the things that we’ve done for him.
 What a house of cards that would be. By the works of the law, no one is justified. The law only shows us guilty and deserving of death and hell. 
We also love our freedom; that is, when freedom is defined as doing whatever seems right to us, or gratifying, or at least convenient at the time. 
In fact, when we live in that sort of freedom, we can justify all of our self-centered actions. Do any of these phrases sound familiar to you; “I deserve it.”  “Everyone else does it.”  “I appreciate your ideals; but this is the real world.” “Well, you know, that’s a gray area.”   You’ve heard these, or similar statements, before. They all imply that we are free to act as we want to, according to our own rules.


  But, whenever we find ourselves saying such things, what we really ought to be saying is something along the line of “Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.”  
We also love to look for something more than what God has provided us in order to confirm his word, to assure ourselves that we are in the faith, and to show others that we are disciples of Christ. 
Instead of looking to God’s word, to our baptism, and to the Lord’s Supper, we are given to look inside of ourselves; to our feelings; do I feel saved; did the worship service today move me? 
 We want visible signs of God’s presence among us; we want miracles; we want speaking in tongues. We want audible signs; the very voice of the Holy Spirit, speaking to us, with new revelations. 
Such is the very nature of our fallen flesh, and such are the ways that Satan draws us away from the only means by which God has truly revealed himself to us; his word. 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
Jesus’ word is the word of God. This alone brings us the revelation of God as he wants to be known. God as our Father in heaven, who loves us, who provides for us, and who desires that we would live with him in blessed innocence and peace, forever. But, because of our fallen state, there is only one way that this could ever happen. 
The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us. The Messiah, whom God’s word had long promised, is, in fact, that very word, that very promise, made flesh. 
He is the eternal, perfect truth, who reveals to us our sin, and our need for salvation; and who then becomes sin for us, to be crucified and to die upon the cross, in order to be our salvation. 
 Only the word of God reveals that to us. Only the Holy Spirit, working through that word, causes us to believe this eternal truth. 


What is it to abide in God’s word, but to believe it; to take it to heart; to repent of sin, and cling to Christ, our one and only Savior, who has freed us from slavery to sin, and from the hell that awaits all who die in their sins.  36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
The Reformation is about abiding in Jesus’ word; God’s word; the Word made flesh, who has set you free indeed.
 The Reformation is about not allowing this gospel to ever again be replaced, or upstaged, by the traditions or superstitions of men.
  God’s revelation to us of our salvation through Jesus Christ is found in the Scripture alone, which the Holy Spirit uses to bring us to saving faith in our salvation. 
This is the true grace of God; that he literally suffers Himself to save us from eternal death, and give to us eternal life. All that we can do is receive this salvation through faith, and let that faith guide our lives, until that day when Jesus Christ Himself shall receive us into paradise with Him. 


Today, we give thanks to God for the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther, and all those who, at great peril to their lives, took their stand upon this gospel, articulated it in the Augsburg Confession, and determined that they would suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from this Christian faith. May the Lord enable us to follow their example, steadfast in the true faith, unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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