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Isaiah 42:1-9

“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights;” 
In the Old Testament, God’s chosen people, Israel, are identified as God’s servant, a people who would be set apart in the world to serve the one true God, and to point all mankind to him. 
In the New Testament, we learn that the true Israel consists of everyone whose faith is in Jesus Christ. So, both Jews and Christians might interpret today’s Old Testament Text, Isaiah 42:1-9, as referring them; and that would be a mistake. 
This vision of Isaiah is not about a people identified as Israel, but about an individual, the Messiah; a man whom God would anoint to be Israel in one person. 
This man of Isaiah’s vision would come from the Old Testament Israel, the people of God, whom God led, by  Moses, out of Egypt. This servant would come for the same purpose; to bring people out of slavery, and into freedom.   


	 The very Spirit of the Lord is upon this servant in whom his soul delights; they share the same will; they are as one. This prophecy of Isaiah is one of four that, together, are referred to as Isaiah’s Servant Songs.
 All of them speak of a humble servant, sent from God, who would bear the burdens of fallen humanity with meekness, and make full atonement for us, setting us free from God’s righteous wrath, and reconciling us back to our heavenly Father.  
We find the fulfillment of this prophecy not in a people, but in one person; Jesus of Nazareth, whom God clearly shows to be the one of whom Isaiah speaks, as at his baptism, the Holy Spirit visibly descends and remains upon him, while the voice of the Father confirmed what Isaiah said hundreds of years earlier; This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. Jesus is more than a beloved servant; he is God’s own Son. 
  Being the very Son of God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity, Jesus, from eternity, was anointed, set apart, for the very purpose of restoring fallen mankind to its rightful place with God. 


What does this mean? It means that, before God even spoke anything into existence, he had already prepared salvation for his creation; he had already prepared salvation for you, and that salvation would come through God the Son.
Isaiah speaks of a humble servant who will come with gentleness to the weak and disheartened, not quenching their hope and faith in God, but strengthening it, comforting the broken hearted, who are so very aware of their slavery to sin, and their unworthiness to ever stand before the Holy One.
 These are the very people whom the Lord lovingly takes to himself, and binds up their wounds, with the healing balm of forgiveness. This beloved servant will not rest until he has done it, and it is finished.

Jesus Christ, has brought us all out of the darkness of sin and Satan’s oppression, into the light of truth, in the revelation that God loves us. 
He has saved us from eternal damnation, by suffering the Father’s wrath in our place. Jesus Christ is our covenant with the Father; a covenant made in blood. 
As the faithful servant, Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law; all of God’s requirements for holiness before him, which we, because of our fallen nature, cannot fulfill.
Then, carrying all of our sins upon himself, he suffered death upon the cross, suffering even the horror of God’s absence, in our place. The judgment that we deserve, he willingly took from us. Only God himself could do this, and he has; for you. 
Just as circumcision brought men into God’s covenant, so now, baptism incorporates you into the new covenant, of which, the old covenant of circumcision, and blood sacrifices, and endless laws about what is clean and unclean, were mere shadows; the fulfillment is in Jesus Christ, and Christ alone. Baptism incorporates you into the new covenant; into Christ. 


No one comes to the Father but through Him, and no one who repents and believes in Jesus is ever turned away from the blessings of forgiveness and eternal life that he has given to each one of us. 
Isaiah’s prophecy of the servant in whom God’s soul delights is not about a people, but a person; Jesus Christ. Joined to Christ, we are God’s chosen people, Israel, a people set apart in the world to serve the one true God, and to point all mankind to him.
Baptized into Jesus Christ, you are a member of the true Israel, set free to love and serve the Lord in a life of simple faith, and thankfulness.
 Though as servants, we fall short, our imperfect lives remain hidden in Christ’s holiness. We need not fear nor be discouraged, for we live in his forgiveness, and so God the Father delights in us, who delight in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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