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	From the moment that Jesus came up out of the water, John the Baptist knew. He knew that God’s word had been fulfilled; the word in which he’d been raised from childhood; the word which spoke of a coming Messiah, who would be sent from God, to redeem his people. 
God spoke directly to John years later, calling him to be his prophet, sending him to prepare the way for the Messiah, and revealing to him the unique way in which the Messiah of God would become known to him. 
Jesus came to John to be baptized; and the moment that Jesus came up out of the water, John knew that this man, his own cousin, Jesus, was the Messiah; the anointed one. 
In his baptism, Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit to carry out his ministry; he was consecrated by God to be the Savior of all mankind. 


John the Baptist clearly proclaimed to his disciples Jesus as the Messiah, and directed them to him. He could not have given a more clear and faithful proclamation; “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 
With these words, John proclaimed that Jesus is the eternal one; the very Son of God, and tells us that Jesus has been anointed, consecrated, to redeem the world specifically as the Lamb of God. 
Certainly, John spoke God’s word under inspiration of the Holy Spirit; but did he fully understand just what he was saying? Lambs were consecrated to God to be sacrificed. 
 Identifying Jesus as the Lamb of God declares that he’s not merely come to take away the sin of the world; he has come to be the sacrifice by which the sins of the world are taken away.


God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are his ways our ways. Even as God’s inspired prophets spoke clearly of the Messiah and his redeeming work, the full revelation of how sinful mankind would be saved would only come after Jesus’ resurrection.
 Only then, after he had finished his work on earth, would Jesus open the Scriptures to his disciples so that they would, finally, understand exactly what happened, and why it had to happen as it did. 
We know that mankind needs rescue from the sinful state into which we are conceived; a state of separation from God; a state of captivity to the devil, and the certainty of eternity in hell.
 We know that, of ourselves, we are doomed; we cannot save ourselves, nor anyone else, from this fate into which we have been born. We know these things only by God’s word, handed down to us through his faithful prophets. 
Among those is John the Baptist, the last of the Old Testament prophets, who clearly identified Jesus as the Messiah, the very Son of God.


 His words still call to all of us today; “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  There is no where else to look for God’s promises to you. There is no one else to save you from sin, death and hell. 
There is no one else who has atoned for your sins and has given you eternal life; only Jesus; behold him; follow him. He will not turn you away. 
What great joy it is that, today, we can sing of the Lamb who was slain, who has begun His reign. Full atonement has been made; it is finished, and you are forgiven.
 Because of Jesus Christ, you are no longer estranged from God. Now, God the Father welcomes you as his beloved child.
 Because of Jesus Christ, you have the full forgiveness of all of your sins, and Jesus is constantly interceding for you before the Father, pleading his own death and resurrection which has erased your guilt. 
Jesus’ baptism consecrated him as the Lamb of God. Your baptism consecrates you as his disciple, washed clean in the blood of the holy Lamb of God, and given the Holy Spirit to lead you in his ways.


 There is nothing that we can do, but receive, through faith. our Lord’s salvation, and give thanks to Him through our words, and our lives.
When others ask where we find our hope, then we, like John the Baptist, and so many other disciples before us, can point to Jesus Christ, and say “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. Amen. 
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