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The term Jubilee comes from Leviticus, chapter 25 in the Old Testament. Here, God commanded the Israelites that, every fifty years there was to be a jubilee year, in which they were to forgive all debts, release all slaves, and leave the land untilled. A jubilee year meant forgiveness, freedom, and rest.
  Did you know that, around this time last year, Pope Francis declared 2025 to be a jubilee year? According to Catholic World News; “During this special year, Catholics have the opportunity to gain indulgences by making pilgrimages, prayerfully visiting specific churches, or practicing works of mercy.”  
These jubilee year indulgences granted by the Pope are not just ordinary indulgences, they are plenary indulgences.
 A plenary indulgence forgives all of the debt that, according to the Roman Catholic Church, you’d otherwise still owe for your sins, and have to work off in purgatory after you die, before you’d be cleared to proceed to Heaven. A plenary indulgence is kind of like an express ticket to Heaven, with no stops in between. 
So, if you’d like a plenary indulgence, now’s your chance! But first, there are some things that you must do. You must make a pilgrimage to an appointed site; or, you must prayerfully visit certain specific churches; or, you must perform an acceptable work of mercy.
 You must also hurry; because the jubilee year ends on January 6th, and after that, you’ll have to wait another 25 years for the next one. Also, you must be Roman Catholic; perhaps I should have mentioned that one first. 
 Pope Francis proclaimed 2025 a year of jubilee.  For a year dedicated to releasing people from their debts, it seems to me like there’s an awful lot of strings attached; and all to be saved from purgatory; a place that does not even exist.
 In fact, the very teaching of purgatory denies what the Scriptures clearly proclaim; that Jesus Christ crucified is the all-availing, complete payment of your entire sin debt. As Jesus Himself said from the cross, it is finished. There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 


Approximately 2,000 years ago, John the Baptist came, proclaiming the true jubilee that the Old Testament foreshadowed when he said 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  The kingdom of Heaven; that is, the reign of Christ; the kingdom of grace. 
John the Baptist was proclaiming to sinners that the time of the release from their slavery to sin had come; forgiveness was in the air; God was bringing to his people rescue, forgiveness, and the means of returning to him. 
What the prophets of old had long foretold, John the Baptist announced was now here. 
People came from all around to see and hear this rough man living out in the wilderness. People, weighed down with the burden of their guilt, wondering just how they could ever get right with God.
 They knew God’s righteous demands; and they knew how pitifully short they came from meeting them, for they were slaves to their fallen nature; they were slaves to sin. 


They longed for mercy; but how? They knew that their Father in Heaven had promised a Redeemer, the Messiah; but when?  Hearing John the Baptist, they were moved to confess their sins, and receive his baptism unto repentance, and with that, the assurance of God’s forgiveness. 
This was faith in action; they were ready to meet their Lord. What a weight must have been lifted off of their shoulders; the Redeemer, the Christ, was near, bringing His jubilee reign of freedom, forgiveness, and rest for all who repent and believe. 
There were also others who came to see John the Baptist; Pharisees and Sadducees; hypocrites, confident of their credentials; confident that they had nothing for which to repent, no sins to confess; for they were children of Abraham. 
Like the Pope, they rejected the fact that their works carried no merit; no saving grace. Only God could save them from their sins, and he had come to do just that.  
Like the people back then, all that any of us can do is repent; that is, turn away from our sin, and turn to the Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
 John the Baptist prepared the way, looking forward to the salvation that was about to be accomplished for all mankind. 
Today, we have the benefit of looking back to Jesus Christ the Lord, who lived, suffered and died for us, who rose again from the dead, and who now intercedes for us from His throne in Heaven.
 Through His word, He calls everyone to repent and believe, and sends the Holy Spirit to enlighten us with a living, saving faith in this good news. 
The Old testament jubilee foreshadowed the coming of Christ. The Roman Catholic jubilee has nothing to do with the Scriptures, and only serves to demonstrate that, 500 years since Martin Luther re-discovered the Gospel, long buried under traditions, superstitions, and manmade decrees, the Roman Catholic Church still continues walking in its error.
 They still hold consciences hostage to their manmade demands, and still, in fact, deny the Gospel; the revelation from God Himself that we are saved, fully and completely, by grace alone, through Jesus Christ alone, as revealed by the Scriptures alone. 


That being said, rest assured that the Roman Catholic Church is still home to many devout, faithful Christians; but such faith exists despite the erroneous doctrines taught there, and serves to demonstrate that the Holy Spirit will work faith wherever God’s word is at least present, and not totally purged away.
The church must always clearly proclaim God’s jubilee; the time of forgiveness; of release from slavery to sin, Satan, and death; of rest in God’s own mercy, through Jesus Christ, the one and only Savior of all mankind. 
We receive to ourselves the salvation that He alone has accomplished for us simply by believing. There are no pilgrimages to make, no works of mercy to do, no devout, prayerful attendance at designated sanctuaries required; only a simple, childlike faith claims the place that Jesus Christ has already prepared for you in the household of our Father in Heaven. 
If we are honest with ourselves, all of us feel the weight of our sins; because God has written his law into our hearts. Sin articulated through the Scriptures therefore cannot be denied; we know the truth.


 We know that the righteous penalty for our sins is death, both physical and eternal. We know in our heart of hearts that working our way into God’s mercy just doesn’t work. We bring before God the Father no merit of our own; our hands are dirty; we have no defense. 
What a joyful jubilee it is when we confess this, and in return, hear the amazing declaration; your sins are forgiven; behold; Jesus Christ has removed them from you, buried them in His own death, and raised you up to eternal life through His own resurrection. You are now His, and faith embraces Him. 
For each of us, the opportunity to receive the blessings of God’s own jubilee lasts until our own death, or until Jesus’ return to judge the living and the dead. Either of those events can happen at any moment.
  Repent therefore and believe; for no one knows the moment when the jubilee time of grace will end, and they stand before God.  
Jesus Christ is ever winnowing His grain, gathering the faithful to Himself, and fanning away the dead, dry chaff, to burn eternally in the unquenchable fires of hell.


But, it is not the Lord’s will that anyone would be chaff.  Therefore, he constantly proclaims His jubilee of forgiveness, freedom, and rest to all mankind through His church and His people.
 With that call goes the Holy Spirit, working repentance and faith in everyone who does not resist His working through the word. 
The time to set at liberty sin’s captives has come, and Jesus Christ has done it. Therefore, repent and believe, and live in the eternal freedom that has been given to you. Amen.
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