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What if the church, and other non-profits, were taxed, just like any other business or individual? What if charitable donations were not tax deductible? 
 Would it make any difference in the income received by the church, and other non-profits; income needed in order for them to function?
 Would ACTS, and other charities, find that their shelves and freezers have a lot more room in them? How much more difficult would it be for them to make budget? 
What if there were no more write-offs for contributions to the church and other non-profits?  Do you think that it would make any difference in what people gave? Would it make any difference in your giving?
 Jesus said;  3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.


  Maybe you report to the IRS, that collection agency for the kingdom of the left, how much you donate to charity, or maybe you don’t. Either way is perfectly fine; our tax system is currently structured so that you can deduct charitable contributions. It’s not about what we do or don’t do; it’s about what motivates us; where is our heart? 
None of us can know the heart of another; nobody can know perfectly another person’s motivations, or thoughts, or feelings, but the Lord does. He knows us; he knows you.
 He knows, as we all do, that, because of our fallen nature, inherited from Adam and Eve, none of our works are ever perfect, unlike the works of Christ during his time living as a mere man in this fallen creation. 
So, Jesus warns us about hypocrisy; about donning a mask, and pretending that our motives are always pure, and our thoughts, words, and deeds are consistently stellar, and worthy of the songs of angels. 


God knows better, and so do you and I, and while we cannot, and should not, point fingers and name names, we know that there are many in this world whose charity is not so charitable; whose motivation is, ultimately their own self-interest, and their efforts are intended to gain some advantage in this world or the next.
 Some who practice such things even claim faith in Christ. But God knows better. Fake faith produces fake repentance. The unrepentant are not moved by the Gospel, and so are not moved with the love of Christ toward the needs of others. Their entire motivation is their own comfort and security. 
They are hypocrites, pretending to be something that they are not, and the season of Lent is a great time to be a hypocrite. 
One can make a great display of repentance, and fasting, and acts of devotion. We may be impressed; but God is not. Fortunately, you have the word of God to keep you honest; the words of Ash Wednesday echoing in your ears; Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Because of our sin, this is true.


You also know that, when you cry to the Lord for mercy, he hears, and he is merciful. He has taken us poor, sinful creatures, and he has committed the one perfect act of complete charity. He has given himself over to death and judgment in our place, and has given to us his innocence and eternal life.
 Because of Jesus Christ his Son, God the Father reckons you justified in his sight. He receives you as his child. Though this body must return to the dust, this dust has been redeemed and will live again; resurrected, just like Jesus’ resurrection.
 Faith embraces this gospel, and our lives, though not perfect, become something different; for our treasure is the gospel of Jesus Christ, who was crucified, died, and was raised again for our justification.
 It is the love of Christ within you that moves you to charitable generosity, often in ways that you don’t even realize, but that will be celebrated in eternity.


 The life of Christian faith doesn’t keep a score card or a balance sheet to monitor one’s holiness. The Christian faith is simply that; a walk of faith, doing as we are able, admitting that it’s never enough, and yet, that it is still, somehow, Christ himself who is working through us to love others. 
Our reward is his forgiveness now, and eternal life with him forever; and so, we pray; Lord, continue to form our hearts to know and to do Your will. Amen. 
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