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In our gospel text this morning, we have a record of the very beginning of Jesus’ public teaching. Having acquired a following as a worker of miracles, and a proclaimer of the kingdom of God; having personally called his first disciples, the twelve men who would be his apostles, Jesus goes up onto a mountain.
As the disciples, and the great crowd ascend to him, he sits down, and takes his place as the rabbi of rabbis; the very Word of God made flesh, teaching the word of God, perfectly.
Preaching to a fallen people who glory in their own strength and self-vindication, Jesus proclaims strength made perfect in weakness.
 To people given to view suffering as the hand of a wrathful god who is against them, or as evidence that life is only a pointless, hopeless, drifting along to the grave, Jesus proclaims rejoicing in the very midst of suffering. 


Beginning with the people assembled there, on that mountain, and continuing today, through his holy word, to all of us, Jesus refutes the self-serving, self-gratifying, self-justifying, theology of glory, and proclaims the theology of the cross; the truth of strength made perfect in weakness; a truth that we can only apprehend through the eyes of faith. 
The world is a crazy place. How does one make any sense of it? Murphy’s Law seems to reign supreme; “Anything that can go wrong will go wrong.”
 Just when we’re settled into our careers, established in our communities, and all is right with the world, the sky comes crashing down. The company announces that it’s “downsizing.”  
Although you manage to land another job, it’s hundreds of miles away; a world away from your family, from your friends; from the place that is “home.” 


How often do we work and plan and save for our retirement, and just when we achieve that lifelong goal, that’s when we’re hit with a major health issue. So much for that dream vacation; so much for moving to that exclusive retirement area. 
In many and various ways, we are reminded that the marks of this world are futility, injustice, illness and injury, and ultimately, death. This fallen world, and all of its troubles, is, in fact, the great tribulation referred to in St, John’s Revelation. 
Yet, despite all of this, the world is still a place of  wonder and joy, beauty, and fulfillment, because, though it is a corrupted creation, it’s still God’s creation, and he’s still in charge. He is still taking care of it, for the sake of the saints. 
In this fallen, sin-sick world, all mankind is appointed to suffering and death. We Christians suffer the very same things as anyone else, but we don’t consider our suffering in the same way as those who have no hope. 


Through the eyes of faith, we recognize that all sufferings are the effects of sin, and we look beyond present suffering to the coming eternal day when, for us, suffering and death will no longer exist.
 Meanwhile, our sufferings serve to draw us closer to God. They turn us to prayer; to the Scriptures; to remembering God’s promises to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
 Our suffering teaches us; reminds us, that we are dust, and not to think too highly of ourselves, but to commend everything to the Lord, who walks with us, and carries us through our sufferings, even through our very last moments of life, unto eternal life, with Him. 
We Christians also suffer in ways that are unique to being numbered among the saints. 
Because the Holy Spirit has opened our eyes to our sinful nature, we mourn over our sins. We know that sin separates us from our Lord, and we repent. We hunger and thirst for that righteousness; that forgiveness, that only comes through Him. 


Jesus comforts us with the good news that, through His own suffering and death, our sins are as far removed from us as east is from west; they are gone, and God remembers them no more. He bids us “go in peace.” 
We also mourn because we are aware of how far removed the world is from the way it is supposed to be.
 We mourn for all of the effects of sin; we mourn for all of the lost; all those who are adrift in this world, living lives that will end in the eternal torments of hell, if they don’t repent, turn from the error of their ways, and turn to Christ.
The saints of the Lord also suffer because the devil, and the unrepentant, unbelieving among us are hostile to Jesus Christ and His word, and since we are in Christ, the hostility is directed toward us. 
In this suffering for the Name of Jesus, we can rejoice, because it only confirms that we are numbered among His holy ones; the saints.  Being united to Christ means being united to His suffering. 


The Lord’s saints, in faith, look beyond all suffering to the new creation at the Lord’s return, and the full, eternal enjoyment of a fully restored creation, absent of sin, suffering and death.
Blessed are the saints; the holy ones, who know their sin, but also know their salvation. Whose faith is in Jesus Christ, crucified, died, risen and ascended to heaven, by whom their sins are atoned for, and they are forgiven.
 Blessed are they; for their suffering is temporary, their life is eternal, and their future is to live in paradise with the Lord, forever. Dear fellow saints in Christ; embrace, and live, in these blessings. Amen. 
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