 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
902 Hitchcock Drive SW, 
Aiken, South Carolina 29803
Church Phone: (803) 649-6417
blcaikensc@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. John B. Engwall
Office Hours By Appointment
Note: The format of this bulletin has been modified for use in private devotion services. 
Unable to join us in person?  Please find us on Facebook live.
The service is also posted on our website; bethlehemlutheranaiken.org  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
  The Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 6, 2025
10:30 a.m. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Our Policy and Practice Regarding Holy Communion
Hear the words of the Apostle Paul;
Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  -1 Cor.11:29 
  Therefore, visitors are asked to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament before speaking about this with the pastor; because we care about your spiritual well-being.
Also, because communing at this altar is a public confession that you agree with the doctrines of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and reject all contrary teachings.   	
Persons who are not communing today are always welcome to come forward during the distribution to receive an individual blessing; please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for this.  Thank you!  
We commune in two alternating tables. The ushers will guide you. Non-alcoholic white wine is available in the center of the individual cup tray.  Please leave empty individual cups at the altar rail.  

+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION +
After the bell tolls, please observe a time of silence.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
		
(stand)

782 GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS










Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798
Tune: Public domain

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

INVOCATION
L	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

EXHORTATION	LSB 151
L	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS	LSB 151
L	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF GRACE	
L	In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	Amen.
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT	Psalm 3:3–6; antiphon: v. 8
Salvation belongs | to the Lord;*
	your blessing be on your | people!
But you, O Lord, are a shield a- | bout me,*
	my glory, and the lifter | of my head.
I cried aloud | to the Lord,*
	and he answered me from his | holy hill.
I lay | down and slept;*
	I woke again, for the Lord sus- | tained me.
I will not be afraid of many thousands of | people*
	who have set themselves against me | all around.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
	and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
	is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Salvation belongs | to the Lord;*
	your blessing be on your | people!

KYRIE	LSB 152




 




 






 






 





 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
L	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
L	Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 
C	Amen.

(Sit)

CHILDRENS LESSON

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Isaiah 43:16–21
16Thus says the Lord,
	who makes a way in the sea,
	a path in the mighty waters,
17who brings forth chariot and horse,
	army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
	they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18“Remember not the former things,
	nor consider the things of old.
19Behold, I am doing a new thing;
	now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
	and rivers in the desert.
20The wild beasts will honor me,
	the jackals and the ostriches,
for I give water in the wilderness,
	rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
	21the people whom I formed for myself
that they might declare my praise.”
 
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL	Hebrews 12:2
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
	the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
	and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

EPISTLE	Philippians 3:8–14
	8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
	12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
 
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT)	LSB 157







HOLY GOSPEL	Luke 20:9–20
L	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
	9[Jesus] began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10When the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
	has become the cornerstone’?
18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
	19The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 20So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.
 
L	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)

 

430 MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN









5	They rise and needs will have
    My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
    The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
    To suff’ring goes
    That He His foes
From thence might free.

6	In life no house, no home
    My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb
    But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
    Heav’n was His home
    But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.

7	Here might I stay and sing,
    No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
    Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
    In whose sweet praise
    I all my days
Could gladly spend!
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683
Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962
Text: Public domain
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798

SERMON OR MEDITATION ON THE READINGS

(Stand)

APOSTLES’ CREED
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

(sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING

(Stand)

OFFERTORY	LSB 192










 
 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
Note: The Service of The Sacrament is included in the lay bulletin solely as a viewers’ guide for those watching the livestream service; Communicant members who are unable to attend the Divine Service in person are encouraged to make arrangements with Pastor Engwall to receive the Lord’s Supper.   


PREFACE	LSB 160













 

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)	LSB 161
P	It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS	LSB 161









PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING	161
P	Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth...
,... with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
 hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
 give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI	LSB 163





AGNUS DEI	LSB 163









(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION
(The pastor and those assisting him are communed first, then commune those who are unable to come to the altar.   The ushers will then direct all other communicants to the altar.)

 

431 NOT ALL THE BLOOD OF BEASTS




Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591
Text and tune: Public domain

INSTRUMENTAL

(Stand)

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P	Let us pray.
 ...through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



BENEDICTION 
L: The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
C:	Amen.
 

912 CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE






Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89
Text and tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.


 

IN OUR PRAYERS:      
Submitted petitions are included for two consecutive Sundays
For Those suffering afflictions of mind, body,or spirit:
· All of our Shut- Ins:
· 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please email announcements for Sunday bulletins by 8:00 a.m. Tuesday to pastorblcaiken@gmail.com
ALTAR FLOWERS: 
Flowers are given today by Helga Whittaker
VISITATION VOLUNTEERS:
If you missed the orientation for Visitation Volunteers last Saturday, Pastor is having a repeat orientation session today, after the service, in the fellowship hall. 
EASTER SUNDAY POTLUCK BREAKFAST: 
April 20th at 9:00 a.m., Easter breakfast in lieu of Bible Study.
A sign-up sheet to bring items is posted outside of Pastor’s office. 
CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE: 
Saturday, May 3, 2025, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
To volunteer or address questions, contact Mark  Z, Stewardship Chairman, at 248-361-7443 or mzmgfan@gmail.com

ACTS DONATION FOR APRIL: 
Cereal

TLC MEAL DELIVERY TO SHUT-INS: 
Every second and fourth Sunday.
 Delivery volunteers meet in the kitchen after the service. 
FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR: 
Every Sunday morning, during Bible Study and after the Divine Service, coffee, treats and good fellowship are waiting for you in our Fellowship Hall!  


CALENDAR, NEWSLETTER, AND CHURCH DIRECTORY: 
Please send calendar entries (all meetings, events, etc.), pictures, articles, etc., for the church newsletter, or any church directory updates, to Debbie Crane by the 20th of the month. The Star calendar will also be used for the website. 
Last week’s attendance: Wednesday,26thth: 36   Sunday, 30th: 38
Last week’s offering:  Wednesday: $120              Sunday: $2,894
Average weekly offering needed to make budget: $2,508

		




		







BE IN THE WORD! 
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
 Sunday School for children and youth
TUESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study (resumes April 29) 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 7 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study (resumes April 23) 
 JUNIOR CONFIRMATION and ADULT INSTRUCTION
Always available by request:
 Contact Pastor to schedule 
 



OUR VALUE STATEMENT: Bethlehem Lutheran Church exists under God’s grace to save the lost and to strengthen the saved so that they may live bold and courageous lives of Christian witness before a non-believing world.  
Therefore, our purpose is: 
- to glorify God in Word and deed, 
- to nurture each other in Christian love,  
- to reach out to others with our Savior’s Gospel of life and salvation.  
  (Rom 5:8, Matt. 28:18-20). 

OUR VISION:  By the Grace of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, is a loving family united in Christ, learning, living, and spreading His Word. 

OUR MISSION: Learn the Word. Live the Word. Spread the Word. 
 




LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

Wednesdays in Lent: 
April 2, 9 

-Wednesday services at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

-Lenten Wednesday meals after the morning service, and at 6:00 p.m., before the evening service.
 
-Sign up sheets for providing meal items are on the board
outside of the pastor’s office. 
 


HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

April 13th: Palm Sunday: 
10:30 a.m. The Divine Service
April 17th: Maundy Thursday: 
7:00 p.m.  Communion service and stripping of the altar
April 18th : Good Friday: 
7:00 p.m.  Tenebrae service
April 20th: Easter Sunday: 
 9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. Flowering of The Cross 
10:30 a.m. The Divine Service  
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