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Homily #1 Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
The imagination of the heart of man is only evil continually. If ever there was proof of this fact, then crucifixion is it. 
The entire purpose of impaling a person upon a cross was to subject them to the most public, shameful, slow and agonizing death possible, and the Romans had crucifixion down to a science.
 They called it “the extreme penalty.” So horrible that it was illegal to put a Roman citizen to death in this manner. So agonizing is crucifixion, that from it we derive a word to describe the worst possible pain; “excruciating.”  
Jesus would die by crucifixion, though he was perfectly innocent of any wrong doing. Jesus would be mocked and abused, subjected to an illegal so-called trial in the dark of night, sent to the cross as a matter of political convenience, and Jesus’ accusers, while standing at the foot of his cross, witnessing his agony, would continue to mock him. 
All of this Jesus suffered willingly, for the sake of all of us, even those who treated him so unjustly, so cruelly; who had him murdered, thinking that it was of some advantage to them. 
They could not have imagined that his death would be to all mankind’s advantage; for it was Jesus’ all-availing sacrificial death that atoned for all sins for all time; both theirs and ours. Even as he suffered and died, Jesus’ only concern was not for himself, but for us. Jesus prayed;
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  (The first candle is extinguished)

Homily #2 Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
In the face of horrible tragedy, and suffering, and death, it is easy to wonder where God is, and to think that he just doesn’t care. It is also easy to imagine that some places in this world are “God forsaken,” that is, absent the presence of God.  
Certainly, a location where men are taken to be killed would seem to be such a place. Only by faith do we know that, here, in this world, however seemingly hopeless the situation, however fearsome or decrepit the place, however extreme the suffering, God is not absent. 
He is present, working all things for the good of those who love him. 
Even at Golgotha, that dreadful hill, which the Romans had put to use as an execution ground, the eyes of faith recognized the presence of God.
 One of the criminals crucified beside of Jesus, in his own agony, confessed his sin, and called upon Jesus Christ as his Savior.
 In that instant, that man received the gift of eternal life, right there, in that supposedly God-forsaken place. Jesus’ promise to him is the promise to all Christians in their last hour; “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
 (The second candle is extinguished)

Homily #3 “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!”
Even in his excruciating suffering of body and soul, Jesus’ concern was never for himself, but for the needs of others. We don’t know if Jesus’ brothers had, as of yet believed in him, and Mary, his mother, was apparently widowed by this time. After the events of this day, she would certainly need the support and understanding of her fellow disciples. 
From the cross, Jesus said to his mother “Woman, behold, your son!” indicating the disciple John, who was standing beside of her.
 He then said to John “Behold, your mother!”  For the rest of her life, Mary would live in the disciple St. John’s household, as Jesus, despite his own agony, had arranged.  
“Woman, behold, your son!” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” 
(The third candle is extinguished)

Homily #4 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
For three hours, from noon until 3:00 in the afternoon, the earth was as dark as night. This was no solar eclipse, but a supernatural event; the absence of light at the brightest part of the day, as the One who is the light of the world hung between earth and heaven, and the very creation itself grieved.
 But the darkest moment of all, which we cannot begin to fathom, was the darkness experienced by Jesus when God the Father turned away from him; for Jesus Christ, the sinless One, received, in his baptism, the sin of all mankind upon his shoulders, and carried them all to the cross. 
He who knew no sin became sin for us, and experienced the horror, and the hopelessness, of actually being forsaken by God, so that you would never have to suffer such a thing.
 Because Jesus suffered the absence of God in your place, now, he is always present with you, and with everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord. Jesus Cried out;
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
(The fourth candle is extinguished)

Homily #5 “I thirst.”
The effects of shock may have caused Jesus to suffer a severe thirst, but his thirst was more than that.  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” These were Jesus’ words as he taught the people in the Sermon on the Mount.
 Jesus’ abiding hunger and thirst was for the righteousness of all mankind, that we would never be separated from him. 
All who feel the weight of their sin, and long to stand forgiven and righteous before the Lord, have had their longing satisfied through the atoning work of Jesus Christ upon the cross. 
He fills us with his love, that we may never thirst again. Knowing that he had fulfilled all that he had come to do, in order to fulfill prophecy, Jesus said “I thirst.”
(The fifth candle is extinguished)  

Homily #6 “It is finished.”
Sour wine or vinegar, mixed with water, was the typical beverage for the Roman soldier, and so it is not at all unusual that a jar of sour wine would be present at the crucifixion.
  Soaking a sponge with the sour wine, and holding it up on a stick to Jesus’ mouth was a small act of mercy to a dying man. Interesting that the stick used was a hyssop branch.
 Hyssop is mentioned in the 51st Psalm of David, in which he petitions the Lord for the forgiveness of his sins, praying “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean. Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.”  
Jesus’ death has purged from us sin’s corruption, and for Jesus’ sake, God our heavenly Father has declared us clean. In this final act, Jesus’ work on earth is complete. Jesus declared “It is finished.” 
(The sixth candle is extinguished) 


Homily #7 “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 
It is beyond our ability to comprehend, but the second Person of the Holy Trinity, the eternal Son of God, died. He experienced mortality; physical death.
 The only difference between Jesus, and you and I, in that respect is this; that he didn’t have to die. As Jesus said, no one takes his life from him, but he lays it down willingly, only to take it up again. 
Unlike you and I, Jesus was not overtaken by death; Jesus willingly subjected himself to death, in order that death would be overtaken by him. 
The death of Jesus is the full, complete atonement by which all of your sins are forgiven, and the separation between you and God is removed. 
Hence, the veil in the temple, separating the Holy of Holies, the dwelling place of God, from the people, was torn in two at Jesus’ death.
Because of Jesus, you can talk directly to God; you can go directly to God in prayer for all of your needs, with complete assurance that he hears and gladly receives your prayers, and he answers all of them, according to his perfect wisdom, because he loves you as he loves Jesus himself, who intercedes to the Father for you. 
Because Jesus’ death has defeated death, when death overtakes you, and your soul is separated from your body, in that instant, you will be immediately at rest in paradise, in the presence of the Lord.  Already, we are united to Jesus, who at his death cried out;
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”  
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