
 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
902 Hitchcock Drive SW, 
Aiken, South Carolina 29803
Church Phone: (803) 649-6417
blcaikensc@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. John B. Engwall
Office Hours By Appointment
Note: The format of this bulletin has been modified for use in private devotion services. 
 Unable to join us in person?  Please find us on Facebook live.
 The service is also posted on our website; bethlehemlutheranaiken.org  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
  The Holy Trinity
June 15, 2025
10:30 a.m. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Our Policy and Practice Regarding Holy Communion
Hear the words of the Apostle Paul;
Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  -1 Cor.11:29 
  Therefore, visitors are asked to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament before speaking about this with the pastor; because we care about your spiritual well-being.
Also, because communing at this altar is a public confession that you agree with the doctrines of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and reject all contrary teachings.   	
Persons who are not communing today are always welcome to come forward during the distribution to receive an individual blessing; please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for this.  Thank you!  
We commune in two alternating tables. The ushers will guide you. Non-alcoholic white wine is available in the center of the individual cup tray.  Please leave empty individual cups at the altar rail.  

+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION +
After the bell tolls, please observe a time of silence.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Stand)

507 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	sts. 1–4








Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76
Text and tune: Public domain
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

INVOCATION
L	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

EXHORTATION	LSB 151
L	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS					LSB 151
L	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF GRACE	
L	In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	Amen.
 


+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT	Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.*
	Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us.
I have set the Lord always be- | fore me;*
	because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;*
	my flesh also | dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,*
	or let your holy one see cor- | ruption.
You make known to me the | path of life;*
	in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
	and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
	is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.*
	Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us.

KYRIE	LSB 152




 




 






 






 




 


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS	LSB 154


















 


SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
L	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
L	Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.
 
C	Amen.

(Sit)

CHILDREN'S LESSON

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31
1Does not wisdom call?
	Does not understanding raise her voice?
2On the heights beside the way,
	at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3beside the gates in front of the town,
	at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud:
4“To you, O men, I call,
	and my cry is to the children of man. . . .
22“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work,
	the first of his acts of old.
23Ages ago I was set up,
	at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths I was brought forth,
	when there were no springs abounding with water.
25Before the mountains had been shaped,
	before the hills, I was brought forth,
26before he had made the earth with its fields,
	or the first of the dust of the world.
27When he established the heavens, I was there;
	when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above, (Continued on the Next Page)

	when he established the fountains of the deep,
29when he assigned to the sea its limit,
	so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
	30then I was beside him, like a master workman,
and I was daily his delight,
	rejoicing before him always,
31rejoicing in his inhabited world
	and delighting in the children of man.”
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL	Romans 10:8b, 10
The word is near you, in your mouth and | in your heart,*
	the word of faith that | we proclaim.
For with the heart one believes and is | justified,*
	and with the mouth one confesses | and is saved.

SECOND READING	Acts 2:14a, 22–36
	14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .
	22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him,
“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
	for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
	my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
	or let your Holy One see corruption.
28You have made known to me the paths of life;
	you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
 (next page)

	29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
	35until I make your enemies your footstool.’
36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

ALLELUIA AND VERSE	LSB 156





HOLY GOSPEL	John 8:48–59
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
 


 
 


	48The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
 
L	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
 



(Sit)

 

948 ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ALONE








Text: attr. Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.
Tune: Gesangbuch . . . Psalmen, Geistliche Lieder, 1541, Strassburg, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798
Tune: Public domain

SERMON OR MEDITATION ON THE READINGS


(Stand)

ATHANASIAN CREED
C	Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.
Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally.
And the catholic faith is this,
that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. (Continued on the Next Page)
But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.
Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit:
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;
the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite;
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal.
And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal,
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite.
In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty;
and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God;
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord;
and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord.
Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords.
The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone.
The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, but proceeding.
Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another;
but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped.
Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity.
But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both 
God and man.
He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age:
perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;
equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity.
Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ:
one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity into God;
one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person.
For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ,
who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead,
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account concerning their own deeds.
And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal fire.
This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING
As a part of our expression of thanksgiving to God for the treasure of His salvation to us, we offer a portion of our treasure, according to what each has determined in their heart to give. Please place offerings in the collection plate at the back of the sanctuary before or after the service. Offerings can also be sent to Bethlehem Lutheran Church via U.S. Mail. Thank you! 

(Stand)
 

OFFERTORY	LSB 159













 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
Note: The Service of The Sacrament is included in the lay bulletin solely as a viewers’ guide for those watching the livestream service; Communicant members who are unable to attend the Divine Service in person are encouraged to make arrangements with Pastor Engwall to receive the Lord’s Supper.   

PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)	LSB 161
P	It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS	LSB 161









PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 


LORD’S PRAYER
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI	LSB 163




 


AGNUS DEI	LSB 163









(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION
(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who are unable to come to the altar. The ushers will then direct all other communicants to the altar.)

 

384 OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN










Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V
Text and tune: Public domain

INSTRUMENTAL

(Stand)




THANK THE LORD	LSB 164









POST-COMMUNION COLLECT








BENEDICTION 
L:The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
C:	Amen.


 

578 THY STRONG WORD 
Verse 2: women
Verse 4: men












 


5	Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!
    May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
    Alleluias without end!

D	6	God the Father, light-creator,
    To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
    Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
    Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
    Praise the holy Trinity!
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798
Tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
IN OUR PRAYERS:      
Submitted petitions are included for two consecutive Sundays
For Those suffering afflictions of mind, body,or spirit:
· 
· All of our Shut- Ins:
· 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please email announcements for Sunday bulletins by 8:00 a.m. Tuesday to pastorblcaiken@gmail.com
ALTAR FLOWERS: 
Flowers today are given by Bob & Eileen 
DONUTS FOR DAD
Happy Father’s Day! Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after the service to celebrate our dads, and all of the men who have been like fathers to us in our lives. 
VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 22nd 
Your Voters' Packet was included in the June edition of the Star. Please plan on attending.

LIFE CHOICES ANNUAL BABY BOTTLE DRIVE
If you’ve not returned your baby bottles, please contact Mark 

POTLUCK: 
Sunday, June 29th, after the service

CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, July 13th, after the service

ACTS DONATION FOR JUNE: 
Soup and canned vegetables

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR: 
Every Sunday morning, during Bible Study and after the Divine Service, coffee, treats and good fellowship are waiting for you in our Fellowship Hall!  
CALENDAR, NEWSLETTER, AND CHURCH DIRECTORY: 
Please provide any articles, calendar entries, announcements, photos, etc. for the Star of Bethlehem newsletter to Debbie C. no later than noon on the 23rd of each month. The Star calendar will also be used for the website. Updates to your church directory data may be provided at any time. 



Last week’s attendance: 41
Last week’s offering:  $1,840
Average weekly offering needed to make budget: $2,508
		




		







BE IN THE WORD! 
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
 Sunday School for children and youth
TUESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 7 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study 
 JUNIOR CONFIRMATION and ADULT INSTRUCTION
Always available by request:
 Contact Pastor to schedule 

OUR VALUE STATEMENT: Bethlehem Lutheran Church exists under God’s grace to save the lost and to strengthen the saved so that they may live bold and courageous lives of Christian witness before a non-believing world.  
Therefore, our purpose is: 
- to glorify God in Word and deed, 
- to nurture each other in Christian love,  
- to reach out to others with our Savior’s Gospel of life and salvation.  
  (Rom 5:8, Matt. 28:18-20). 

OUR VISION:  By the Grace of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, is a loving family united in Christ, learning, living, and spreading His Word. 

OUR MISSION: Learn the Word. Live the Word. Spread the Word. 
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