
 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
902 Hitchcock Drive SW, 
Aiken, South Carolina 29803
Church Phone: (803) 649-6417
blcaikensc@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. John B. Engwall
Office Hours By Appointment
Note: The format of this bulletin has been modified for use in private devotion services. 
 Unable to join us in person?  Please find us on Facebook live.
 The service is also posted on our website; bethlehemlutheranaiken.org  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
  The First Sunday after Christmas
December 28, 2025
10:30 a.m. 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Our Policy and Practice Regarding Holy Communion
Hear the words of the Apostle Paul;
Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  -1 Cor.11:29 
  Therefore, visitors are asked to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament before speaking about this with the pastor; because we care about your spiritual well-being.
Also, because communing at this altar is a public confession that you agree with the doctrines of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and reject all contrary teachings.   	
Persons who are not communing today are always welcome to come forward during the distribution to receive an individual blessing; please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for this.  Thank you!  
We commune in two alternating tables. The ushers will guide you. Non-alcoholic white wine is available in the center of the individual cup tray.  Please leave empty individual cups at the altar rail.  

+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION +
After the bell tolls, please observe a time of silence.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Stand)

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL	sts. 1, ref, 2–4










Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786
Text and tune: Public domain
 


+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

INVOCATION
L	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

EXHORTATION	LSB 151
L	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS	LSB 151
L	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF GRACE	
L	In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C	Amen.


(Stand)
 


+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT	Jeremiah 31:15–17; antiphon: Hosea 11:1
When Israel was a child, I | loved him,*
	and out of Egypt I | called my son.
Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in | Ramah,*
	lamentation and bitter | weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her | children;*
	she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they | are no more.”
Thus says the Lord: “Keep your voice from | weeping,*
	and your | eyes from tears,
for there is a reward for your work, de- | clares the Lord,*
	and they shall come back from the land of the | enemy.
There is hope for your future, de- | clares the Lord,*
	and your children shall come back to their own | country.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
	and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
	is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
When Israel was a child, I | loved him,*
	and out of Egypt I | called my son.

KYRIE	LSB 152




 




 (Continued on Next Page)






 






 




 


SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
L	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
L	Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
 
C	Amen.

(Sit)

 

CHILDRENS LESSON

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Isaiah 63:7–14
7I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord,
	the praises of the Lord,
according to all that the Lord has granted us,
	and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
	according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
	children who will not deal falsely.”
	And he became their Savior.
9In all their affliction he was afflicted,
	and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
	he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
10But they rebelled
	and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
	and himself fought against them.
11Then he remembered the days of old,
	of Moses and his people.
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea
	with the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the midst of them
	his Holy Spirit,
12who caused his glorious arm
	to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before them
	to make for himself an everlasting name,
	13who led them through the depths?
Like a horse in the desert,
	they did not stumble.
14Like livestock that go down into the valley,
	the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest.
So you led your people,
	to make for yourself a glorious name.
 
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL	Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a
To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
	and the government shall be upon his | shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,*
	Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a | new song,*
	for he has done | marvelous things!

EPISTLE	Galatians 4:4–7
	4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
 
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

(Stand)

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE	LSB 156





HOLY GOSPEL	Matthew 2:13–23
L	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
	13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
	16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
18“A voice was heard in Ramah,
	weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
	she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
	19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
 
L	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)

389 LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD







5	He is a servant, I a lord:
    How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
    No truer friend than He,
    No truer friend than He.

6	He is the key and He the door
    To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
    To God our praises rise,
    To God our praises rise.

D	7	Your grace in lowliness revealed,
    Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
    And Spirit evermore;
    We praise You evermore.
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain

SERMON OR MEDITATION ON THE READINGS

(Stand)
 

APOSTLES’ CREED
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING
As a part of our expression of thanksgiving to God for the treasure of His salvation to us, we offer a portion of our treasure, according to what each has determined in their heart to give. Please place offerings in the collection plate at the back of the sanctuary before or after the service. Offerings can also be sent to Bethlehem Lutheran Church via U.S. Mail. Thank you! 

(Stand)
 

OFFERTORY	LSB 159












 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
Note: The Service of The Sacrament is included in the lay bulletin solely as a viewers’ guide for those watching the livestream service; Communicant members who are unable to attend the Divine Service in person are encouraged to make arrangements with Pastor Engwall to receive the Lord’s Supper.   

PREFACE	LSB 160













PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)	LSB 161
L	It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS	LSB 161









PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING	LSB 161

LORD’S PRAYER	LSB 162
L	Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI	LSB 163





AGNUS DEI	LSB 163









(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION
The pastor and those assisting him are communed first, then commune those who are unable to come to the altar. 
The ushers will then direct all other communicants to the altar.

546 O JESUS SO SWEET, O JESUS SO MILD








Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Geoffrey W. Daisley, 1877–1939, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Frieda Pietsch, 1904–82, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln
Text and tune: Public domain
INSTRUMENTAL

(Stand)

THANK THE LORD	LSB 164









POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

BENEDICTION 
L:The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. 
C:	Amen.
 

380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING










Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47
Text and tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.


 

IN OUR PRAYERS:      
Submitted petitions are included for two consecutive Sundays

For Those suffering afflictions of mind, body,or spirit:


All of our Shut- Ins:


For missionaries
 Deaconess Sandra Rhein, Rev. Jonathan Anderson

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please email announcements for Sunday bulletins by 8:00 a.m. Tuesday to pastorblcaiken@gmail.com

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
Today are donated by Debbie  in honor of family

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE:
Wednesday, December 31ST  7:00 p.m.  Vespers 

ACTS DONATION FOR JANUARY:
1lb. bag of rice

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR: 
Every Sunday morning, during Bible Study and after the Divine Service, coffee, treats and good fellowship are waiting for you in our Fellowship Hall!  

CALENDAR, NEWSLETTER, AND CHURCH DIRECTORY: 
Please provide any articles, calendar entries, announcements, photos, etc. for the Star of Bethlehem newsletter to Debbie C. no later than noon on the 23rd of each month. The Star calendar will also be used for the website. Updates to your church directory data may be provided at any time. 

Last week’s attendance: Wednesday 17th:29  Sunday: 51
Last week’s offering:  $563
Average weekly offering needed to make budget: $2,508
		




		





BE IN THE WORD! 
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9 a.m.
Adult Bible Study
 Sunday School for children and youth
TUESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study (Resumes Jan. 6th)
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 7 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study (Resumes Jan. 7th)
	 JUNIOR CONFIRMATION and ADULT INSTRUCTION
Always available by request:
 Contact Pastor to schedule 



OUR VALUE STATEMENT: Bethlehem Lutheran Church exists under God’s grace to save the lost and to strengthen the saved so that they may live bold and courageous lives of Christian witness before a non-believing world.  
Therefore, our purpose is: 
- to glorify God in Word and deed, 
- to nurture each other in Christian love,  
- to reach out to others with our Savior’s Gospel of life and salvation.  
  (Rom 5:8, Matt. 28:18-20). 

OUR VISION:  By the Grace of God, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, is a loving family united in Christ, learning, living, and spreading His Word. 

OUR MISSION: Learn the Word. Live the Word. Spread the Word. 
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