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There are many things in this world that cause us worry and fear. We hear of wars in distant lands, and have to wonder how much they will affect us. We’ve seen the desolation wreaked by natural disasters, wiping out entire towns, and changing the landscape in the course of a few short hours. 
 Civil disturbances and a lack of respect for the rule of law seem to be more commonplace. Cancers and innumerable other illnesses strike without warning, and with no regard for age or class or gender. 
In a world broken by sin, nothing is certain, but that trouble will come knocking, and always when you least expect it.
 It would seem that such things would turn more people to the church; to the place where they can find real hope, real certainty, real peace, in the face of real problems.
 But instead, the world turns in on itself. The majority of mankind, in the face of the tribulations of a world that is drawing to a close, only cling more stubbornly to the very things that are passing away.
 All of the might and wisdom of mankind cannot save the world, and apart from reverence for the triune God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, mankind does not serve the creation, as he was ordained to do.
Instead, he fosters and aggressively defends the very things that are shaking apart society, and even the creation itself. 
He cannot see it, and he doesn’t want to see it, or to hear such things, especially from such Bible believing folks as us. 
Impenitent Man shouts us down; “Keep your Jesus myths to yourself; the might and knowledge of modern, rational man will save the world from all of its troubles.” 
For fallen, fleshly, worldly Man, the very idea of this world coming to an end is the stuff of nightmares and sci-fi horror movies.  
As Christians, we do not deny the fact that this world is winding down to its last day. To us, it seems rather obvious; in fact, it’s Scriptural. We see the signs; we see it all playing out, just as Jesus, and the prophets, and apostles, foretold.
  The Christian faith is not to wail and moan and declare “The end is near!.” No; the Christian faith boldly proclaims “The end is near; fear not!” 
The disciples, walking with Jesus through the temple grounds, couldn’t imagine a day when that glorious place would be no more.
 After all, this was the very spot where the Messiah would reign upon the earth; the temple, in Jerusalem, that great and holy “City of Peace.” 
  They were shocked when the Messiah told them that the day was coming when it would all be gone; not one stone would be left undisturbed. When Jesus says something, it is; you can take it to the bank.
 In A.D. 70, the unimaginable happened; the Roman legions surrounded Jerusalem. They marched in, and they systematically leveled the entire city. Approximately one million people were slaughtered, and the temple was gone for good. Today, you can still see the ruins that were the foundation of the great temple grounds.


 But now, in the place where the temple itself once stood, on the very spot where the Holy of Holies of that temple used to be, now stands The Dome of the Rock; a temple to the false god of Islam. Around the inside of that dome is written this declaration; “God is not begotten, nor does He beget.” 
The one true faith; the Christian faith, which believes, teaches, and confesses that God has come in the flesh; that the only begotten Son of God has redeemed mankind, just as he had promised, is rejected by the vast majority of mankind. 
 The church on earth, therefore, has always been harassed and harried. We see the first movements against Christ’s church in the book of Acts.
 Apart from the Scriptures, the earliest church accounts indicate that most of the apostles, and many early disciples, died violent, horrible deaths at the hands of those who hated their confession that Jesus is Lord. 
Jesus told them that persecutions would come, and so it remains for the church militant, the church on earth, today. 


As the world winds down to its close, the war against the Christian confession will only become more intense; from the largest city, to the smallest town, even to individual households; even within the church itself. 
 This is not my opinion; this is the plain and simple truth from Jesus himself; the same Jesus who has declared; 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 Well then, look around. The end is near; fear not! Because Jesus Christ has triumphed, and you who have been baptized into Christ have, as it were, put on Christ. 
You have been buried with him in His death, and you have been raised with Him in His life; and even though you die, you will be raised again from the dead, and awaken in the presence of the Lord to enjoy life in a new, eternal creation. The end is near; fear not! 
Near in the context of the eternal God may not mean next week. The countdown to the last day for this world began with Jesus’ ascension back into heaven, approximately two-thousand and twenty-six years ago, and counting.
When Luther was asked what he would do if the world was going to end tomorrow, he quipped “I would plant an apple tree.”  The end is near; fear not!
 Because Jesus Christ has risen from the dead, and has ascended back to heaven. Where he intercedes for you and for all Christians, so that, whatever the world hands us, everything works together for the good of everyone whose faith is in Him.
Meanwhile, you still have a life to live here; a life that has been redeemed by Jesus Christ crucified. His atoning death has erased, once and for all, the sin of all mankind.
 The blood of Jesus has made everyone forgiven and innocent before God. Everyone; and that means you, and your redemption is drawing near. Fear Not!
 Because Jesus is coming again with glory to judge the living and the dead, and every repentant believer who clings to Christ alone, and not to the things of this world, will finally know the full joy of that eternal life which you already possess. 


Though we suffer many things, even persecution, pain and death, yet we already possess eternal life. Our sufferings have now become our opportunities to bear witness to the fact that Jesus is Lord. 
Every new day is another opportunity for people to repent, turn away from the world’s empty, sinful idolatries, and turn to Jesus Christ, the Lord, the one, true and living God, who loves you, and has prepared a place for you, to be with Him. 
There are many things to cause us worry and fear in this world; but fear not! Cling to Jesus Christ, who has overcome the world, and who, even now, holds you firmly in the loving care of His nail-scarred hands. Amen. 
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