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 Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. It’s just not Christmas without hearing the Immanuel prophecy from Isaiah. We love it; our hopes are pinned to it; we confess that it has come to pass.
 For us, it is a prophecy that brings joy to our hearts, and wonderful memories of so many Christmases past. But for king Ahaz, to whom the prophecy was first spoken, it was, at best, a bittersweet oracle. 
Ahaz began his reign as king of Judah after his father, Uzziah, died. At about that time, the Northern kingdom, Israel, conspired with Syria to take over Judah. Ahaz and the Judeans figured that they were doomed. They had no hope against such a mighty enemy. 
This is when God told Isaiah to go to Ahaz, and tell him not to fret; that the allied forces of Syria and Israel would come to nothing. In fact, God himself would turn them back shortly.  


Now, Ahaz and most of the Judeans, were unfaithful idolaters, who had not been listening to any of God’s prophets for quite some time.
 In this, they were no different than Israel and the Syrians. This is the environment, and the context, in which God, through his prophet Isaiah, proclaimed the virgin birth. 
After he was told not to fear the invaders, Ahaz was invited to ask the Lord for a sign that God was with them, and that Isaiah’s prophecy would come to pass. Let’s take a look at that exchange; 
 10Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.”
How pious; how reverent. Ahaz demures [Oh, far be it from me to test the Lord]. What a bunch of baloney; Ahaz was an idolatrous hypocrite, and Isaiah wasn’t buying it;  13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 


Notice that Isaiah had said to Ahaz earlier “ask a sign from YOUR God. But now Isaiah, in his frustration, asks Ahaz [Why do you propose to weary MY God?] The one true and living God is not the God of those who do not recognize him.
 He is not the God of Ahaz, and he is not the God of any other hypocrite either. We can cling to our idols, or we can turn to God; the true God, the Holy Trinity; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 This is the very God in whom all the faithful, of all times, have always believed. 
The revelation of God as triune; three Persons in one Godhead, is not a New Testament development; it is God’s revelation of himself from the very beginning, and the Old Testament Scriptures testify to this as well. 
 Therefore, the son miraculously conceived and born of a virgin can, and would be, Immanuel, which means “God with us.” 


14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.
 The immediate fulfillment of this prophecy was in the failure of the mighty Israel-Syria alliance to conquer Judah; for God was with Judah. 
In fact, just as Isaiah had prophesied, their fortunes turned in the course of around nine months; the time that it takes for a woman to give birth after conception.  
But, as we know, the complete fulfillment of this prophecy is in the miraculous conception and birth of Jesus to Mary, a young woman of the house of David, the son of Jesse, who was at the time a virgin, engaged to Joseph, a man also of the house of David, the son of Jesse. 


There was one more element of Isaiah’s prophecy to Ahaz, however; Judah wasn’t off the hook for their rebellious idolatry; 17The Lord will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”
What could be worse than the Syrians; the Assyrians. These guys are so mean, they’re going to clean the Syrians’ clock, and take the Judeans into exile for 70 years.  The land of Judah will be a deserted wasteland. 
But that’s not the end of the story; a remnant will return. From the stump of Jesse, a shoot will spring forth, and become a mighty branch. All prophecy comes together, in the son born to the virgin, many generations later; Jesus the Christ.
 This is why, in Sunday morning Bible study, we have been wading through the Old Testament, beginning at Genesis, and going verse by verse, book by book. It is because all of the verses, in all of the books, come together in the form of an infant, lying in a manger, in Bethlehem.
It is there that the peace of God, which passes all understanding, became a man, in order to save mankind from certain and eternal exile in the captivity of hell. 
Everything that has been written in the Scriptures comes together in Jesus Christ. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  
 What Ahaz could not understand; did not believe, we by God given faith hold dear. Because we sinful creatures, who had no hope of salvation from a horrible exile, to us has come Immanuel; God with us; God in the flesh. 
Through His own life, suffering and death, he has saved us from our sins and from hell, and has given to us a place in the eternal land of promise.
 May the sure and certain knowledge of this prophecy, fulfilled in Jesus Christ, continue to bring you joy today, tomorrow, and always.  Amen. 
2

