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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
902 Hitchcock Drive SW, 
Aiken, South Carolina 29803
Church Phone: (803) 649-6417
blcaikensc@gmail.com
Pastor: Rev. John B. Engwall
Office Hours By Appointment

Bethlehem Lutheran welcomes our members and guests to our worship service! Unable to join us in person?  Please find us on Facebook live. The service is also posted on our website: bethlehemlutheranaiken.org.  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
  The 3rd Wednesday in Advent
Dec 17, 2025 
11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 


(stand)

348 THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS
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Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION
L	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

(sit)


READING	Isaiah 35
L	A reading from Isaiah, the thirty-fifth chapter.
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
	the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
2it shall blossom abundantly
	and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
	the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
	the majesty of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
	and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
	“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
	will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
	He will come and save you.”
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
	and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
	and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
	and streams in the desert;
7the burning sand shall become a pool,
	and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
	the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8And a highway shall be there,
	and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
	It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
	even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
9No lion shall be there,
	nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
	but the redeemed shall walk there. (next page)


10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
	and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
	they shall obtain gladness and joy,
	and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
L	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

SERMON OR MEDITATION

(stand)

APOSTLES’ CREED
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.


LORD’S PRAYER
L	Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
L	The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all.
C	Amen.


602 THE GIFTS CHRIST FREELY GIVES
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[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

5	The gifts are in the feast,
    Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine
    Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood
    Remove our ev’ry sin;
We leave His presence in
    His peace, renewed again.

6	All glory to the One
    Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
    Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
    Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
    Great love by which we live!
Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947
Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt.
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004798
Tune: Public domain
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil-dren who pro - claim
Here He for-gives our sins With wa - ter and His Word;
For - give-ness that we need Is grant-ed to us there;

Christ fills them with Him - self, Blest words that give them life,
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
The tri - une God Him-self Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.
The Lord of mer - cy sends Us forth in His blest care.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.
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as of old a lit - tle child, To bear and fight and die,

bright-er than the ris - ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, rose

Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race
The King shall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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The King shall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
Not
Oh,
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When beau -ty  gilds the east-ern hills And
But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quick-ly, King of kings!

life to joy a-wakes.
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1 The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
2 The gifts flow from the font Where He calls us His own;
3 The gifts of grace and peace From ab - so - lu-tion flow;
4 The gifts are there each day The ho -1y Word is read;
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To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
New life He gives that makes Us  His and His a - lone.
The pas-tor’s words are Christ’s For us to trust and  know.
God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.




